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From Our Director
So the weather outside is not making me think that
spring is right around the corner. However, when I
think about all the PTA happenings on the horizon,
I am sure spring is in the air. If you were able to
hibernate a little over the winter, count your
blessings because spring is here and now is the time
for your wheels to spin in fast forward motion.

Details of the event can be found here. In a
nutshell, we hope everyone in your PTA and
community can take advantage of this local event.
We will be offering the President’s Course, which
will help anyone with interest in PTA not just
presidents and at the same time we will be offering
a phenomenal program that all parents and staff
members alike can benefit from entitled Dangerous
Games that Kids Play. We hosted this program in
the past and word of mouth got around and we had
numerous requests to bring it back so we did. In
addition, there will be shorter roundtable
discussions taking place to help with your PTA
needs. Finally, we have invited numerous vendors
to be on hand from 5-9pm to talk with you and
answer any questions you might have regarding
their services. We hope you will join us on April 6
and find the time spent worthwhile, no matter how
much time you are available, come on out and
check it out at Keller Junior High in Schaumburg.

I know it is “spring”, because I had the pleasure of
hosting our annual Reflections Reception this week.
The artistic talent of our children seems to get better
each year. The smiles on their faces when they see
or hear their work displayed reaffirms why I
continue my involvement with PTA. Please join me
in thanking Joan Scovic for the amazing work she
does year after year coordinating this program for
all our children. Her drive and creativity are simply
amazing. If you haven’t already done so, one way
of showing her your appreciation is to follow the
Illinois PTA Cultural Arts Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/ILPTAArts) that of course she
administers. You may find it helps you be a little
more creative in your efforts with PTA and life in
general. If you haven’t had the pleasure of meeting
Joan at one of our region functions, you can do so at
the Illinois PTA: Spotlight Event on March 28 at
Milikin University. This is a free event for all our
children and their families. Reflections projects
will be on display here from all over the state as
well fun filled activities throughout the event
especially tailored for our children (young and not
so young).

Remember Illinois PTA convention will take place
April 17 – 18 in East Peoria this year. If you
haven’t already registered; do so right away. Our
own Matthew-John Rodriguez will be installed
towards the end of convention as the 2015-2017
Illinois PTA President. Come show your support
and help us celebrate his new position.
Once again, our wonderful councils will be hosting
a hospitality suite (room 205) within the hotel for
our delegates to utilize throughout convention.
Don’t want to carry your coat around with you?
Store it in the hospitality suite’s closet. Need

Next month we will be providing the region with a
leadership conference “Jump Start Your PTA!”
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somewhere for a quick snack or to quench your
thirst before the next workshop session, stop by the
suite. Want to get to know others from our area?
Want to network? Want to discuss workshops and
speakers? Come to the suite and do it in a relaxing
environment. This is a wonderful service our
councils collaborate on, please come take advantage
of it.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Also at convention, in our suite (room 205), our
Region will be hosting the annual Caucus on Friday
evening following the meet the candidates event
from 7:30 until 9pm. This is a time specifically set
to discuss the Illinois PTA business that will be
taking place at convention. If you haven’t been to a
general session or think you won’t benefit or
understand it, come to caucus, you’ll quickly see
how important and valuable going to sessions will
be for you and your PTA. We will try to walk you
through the business and answer any questions you
might have. After caucus you are free to stay in the
suite to socialize and network with other PTA
members. In past years we’ve had a number of
visitors: National PTA board members, past state
and national presidents, current state board
members, past state board members, convention
parliamentarian and one year even hotel security
asking us to keep it down a little.

Mar 28

SPOTLIGHT
Millikin University

Mar 31

NWSC – Candidates Forum 7 PM
Sundling Junior High
PAL

Mar 31

STC – Candidates Forum
Professional Learning Ctr

7 PM
SCH

April 6

Jump Start your PTA event
Keller Junior High

5-9PM
SCH

April 17

Region Caucus
Suite 205, Embassy Suites

7 PM
E.Peoria

Apr 17-18 Illinois PTA Convention
Embassy Suites

12-4:30P
Decatur

E.Peoria

TREASURER – Barb Quinn
SPRING IS HERE, IS YOUR PTA READY?
The close of the fiscal year is rapidly approaching.
Here are a few tips to help you "spring into action":


We will be in the suite throughout convention as
well and can answer specific questions anytime.
All questions are good questions and are welcome.
The suite is open after convention hours as well; be
sure to stop by. Remember, this year is an election
year and your vote does count, send your delegates
and have your PTA voice heard.





Finally, a huge thank you to all the PTAs who have
been diligently working to get their audits, taxes
and updated bylaws turned in to me. We still have
to work on getting information from some of the
PTAs, so if you think you are one of the PTAs who
hasn’t sent in the information, please email me right
away.


Please do not hesitate to contact me should you
have any questions. I am here to serve you and help
you make your PTA the best it can be.


Nicole
Illinois PTA NWCR/District 37 Director
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Review the budget ~
determine what is finished,
what is still pending, and
what is on track with the
budget numbers;
Review
committee
recommendations to
be
prepared for the end of the
year, and the start of the new fiscal year;
Determine if there is unanticipated income;
if so, what recommendations will you be
making---to spend part of that income, to
carry that income forward into the next
fiscal year budget--remember that only the
general membership can make a final
decision on the distribution of funds;
Set a date for the final submission of
requests for reimbursement--remember the
books must be closed by the end of the fiscal
year; and
Prepare materials for the audit committee.

The only way to be ready for the year end is to be
sure that all requests for funds have been submitted
BEFORE you plan for unanticipated income--i.e.
excess funds.

influence what Illinois PTA advocates for, who will
lead the association, who will slate the next officers,
what the state budget will be, what the state dues
will be per membership, and much more.

As you close the fiscal year, be sure to prepare any
information that will be needed for reporting to the
Internal Revenue Service, or any other
governmental agency you may be required to report
to such as the Illinois Attorney General. This is a
task that should be completed by the current
treasurer, and not something that should be passed
on to the incoming treasurer. Whether you plan to
submit the IRS informational return yourself or
have it prepared by a qualified accountant, be sure
that you have all the necessary figures.

Wait… you think having a voice in the largest child
advocacy association isn’t enough for your PTA or
individual members. Okay how about this? To
benefit all in your PTA affiliation, this year, the
more members you have, the more plane tickets you
will acquire. All the airline ticket stubs will be
brought to our next annual meeting in October and
one PTA will be awarded a gift of up to $500 in
cost, some restrictions do apply. More members,
means your PTA has better odds of being the lucky
one in October.

MEMBERSHIP

Let’s keep our membership drive thriving!

Why should you be looking to add more members
even now half way through the school year?
A person must be a member:
In order to be an officer (and prior to being
considered)
In order to be a board member (this includes all
chairmen in any capacity)
In order to vote on any business
In order to make a motion for PTA action
In order to participate on the nominating committee
In order to amend the budget
In order to represent your PTA at council or region
events
In order to be a delegate at the Illinois PTA
convention or the National convention
In order to capitalize on state and national resources

Remember to:
 Set up your membership table at every PTA,
school and community event.
 Work with local businesses and other civic
groups to promote PTA, partner on projects,
and grow membership.
 Make time to welcome or
thank PTA event attendees
and let them know the
event was made possible
by PTA members. Ask
those who enjoyed the
event to join PTA to show
their support for your unit.
 Regularly include articles about membership
and a clip-out membership form in your
newsletter or on community bulletin boards or
websites.
 Publish your current membership count in your
newsletter and compare it to your goal often.
 Post basic information on your website: PTA
contact information, the PTA mission and
purposes, PTA background, names of board
members, a current list of events and activities,
etc. Keep your website current and relevant.
Outdated material is a sign that no one is
monitoring or maintaining your website.
 Post PTA member benefits on your website
and promote the benefits of membership.
 Track members who do not renew their
membership. What are their reasons? What can
your PTA do to get them back?

And the list goes on…
Did you know that the number of members you have
at the end of June is the number that is used to
calculate the size of your PTA voice when it comes
to Illinois PTA convention?
Yep, the size of your membership this year will
dictate how large your PTAs voice will be at next
year’s state convention.
Why should this be important to you?
Well state convention is equivalent to all your
general membership meetings combined. This is
when the business of the association is done. It is
the specific time of the year that your PTA may
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 Show members how PTA
advocacy at the state and
national levels connect to
what is happening in your
classrooms
and
community. Use news
from PTA Takes Action to
show how membership drives real
results.
 Know that how you treat members will make
your PTA thrive or fail.
 Serve your members. Do not let them leave
until their requests for assistance have been
addressed, then follow up to make sure
members were satisfied with what they
received.

Whether you are looking to educate yourself or
obtain information to help others, we want to help.
National PTA has information on its website that
can be looked at here. PTA members are
encouraged to check the new assessment resources
webpage to find all the resources parents need to
learn more about the new college and career
standards-aligned assessments. Recently, National
PTA has also created current facts entitled Moving
Beyond the Bubble which can be found here. In
addition, Illinois PTA has representatives on
committees surrounding the topics of the new
learning standards, new assessments, data privacy
and more. We have been working very closely with
the Illinois School Board of Education on much of
this. Together we have come up with two turnkey
resources that PTAs along with their school
administrators can use to lessen the anxiety of the
new assessments for both parents and children: the
PARCC Primer and the PARCC Primer:
Technology and the Test. Located on ISBE’s
website are great parent resources as well to utilize.

Membership has it’s Perks!
Staples State Discount for Copy & Print Services
This year Staples is excited to
help state PTA members save
more all year long. Staples is
partnering with National PTA to
give state members exclusive
discounts on all products and
services offered at 1,500
Staples Copy & Print centers nationwide.

Recently, Illinois PTA was asked to testify in
Springfield at the PARCC Assessments Subject
Matter Hearing. Illinois PTA had many points to
make at the hearing (click here for the testimony
given) as Illinois PTAs legislative platform supports
assessment and a growth model approach. There
have been years of effort put into creating this new
more meaningful set of learning standards and
many stakeholders have been a part of this process.
The New Learning Standards are set to put children
on a successful path of being successful citizens
whether they choose a trade or go to college before
entering the workforce. In order to measure that
children are being prepared appropriately a new
type of test is necessary and the PARCC
assessments have been created to do this. Please
remember as this is a process - there are going to be
bumps along the road. We are moving in the right
direction.

Your program savings include:
 Up to 75% off full service copies
 Up to 35% off other Copy & Print Services
 10% off supplies and furniture
Sign up for these savings and register your personal
or work credit card. Get started today!

PARENT ED – Matthew Rodriguez
Why PARCC?
The new PARCC assessments are getting a lot of
attention; especially just weeks before the
assessments are about to be given to all our students
for the first time this year. Since the inception of
the idea, National PTA and Illinois PTA have been
working with groups to get the facts and
information about the new standards and resulting
assessments to help parents better understand them.

For information directly
from the PARCC group, the
following website can be
used:
http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents.
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LEADERSHIP – Tracey Coleman

HEALTH/SAFETY
What You Should Know About Childhood Obesity

“Each leader, manager or supervisor has the
responsibility to equip their people with the tools,
resources and coaching so that we set them up to
win. We can’t assume that anyone that we hire is
going to just step in and perform. It is really crucial
to provide the right training or skill development to
prepare them to win.” This is advice given to lawn
care and landscape company owners by Bob
Coulter of JP Horizons (Lawn and Landscape
magazine, www.landandlandscape.com) – but it’s
equally true for PTAs. You can’t just elect officers
and choose committee chairs and sit back and wait
for the magic to happen!

by illinoispta

Fortunately, Northwest Cook Region has some of
the tools and resources you need! Give your PTA a
“Jump Start” with Northwest Cook Region’s PTA
Training and Vendor Fair on Monday, April 6 at
Keller Junior High in Schaumburg. You have told
us that you like hearing what works at other PTAs,
so we’ve scheduled roundtable discussions on
several hot topics. Current and future leaders can
attend the PTA Presidents Course. There’s an
important Convention Preview session to help you
prep for the Illinois PTA Convention. All parents
are encouraged to attend the “Dangerous Games”
presentation. And the Vendor Fair runs from 5:009:00pm so you can check out options for next year.
See the attached flyer for details. Spread the word
and bring your fellow PTA leaders!

Adults rated childhood obesity as the top healthrelated issue for children in 2014—beating alcohol
abuse, teen pregnancy, gun-related injuries, and
stress. The annual poll conducted by the C.S. Mott
Children’s Hospital takes the opinions, perceptions,
and priorities of US adults about child health issues
and uses this information as a way to help prioritize
medical and public health programming. The poll
showed 55% of those surveyed listed childhood
obesity as their primary issue (followed by bullying,
drug abuse, and smoking). Obesity has remained in
the top three for every year of the survey.

Despite numerous local
and national campaigns,
commercials, educational
messaging through various
outlets, the US still has a
weight problem, especially
among its young people.
Childhood obesity has more than doubled in
children and quadrupled in adolescents in the past
30 years according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

With this annual survey comes the hope that this
issue stays fresh and that we begin to really combat
the issue. Parents need to understand how childhood
obesity can lead to health problems later on in life,
and that it is important to tackle this now, to
develop good habits young that will last a healthy
lifetime.

LEGISLATION – Federal Highlights
2015 Public Policy Agenda

A study published in January 30, 2014 issue of The
New England Journal of Medicine reinforces that
point, as researchers found that overweight
kindergarteners were four times more likely to
become obese by eighth grade than their normalweight peers.

National PTA released the 2015 Public Policy
Agenda, which features the following policy areas:








Elementary and Secondary Education
Early Childood Education
Special Education
Education Funding
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Child Nutrition
School Safety

Some other alarming findings about childhood
obesity:
 Seven out of ten obese children have at least one
risk factor for cardiovascular disease.
 Obese children have a four-times higher risk for
developing high blood pressure as they get
older.

We encourage you to view webinars and issue
briefs online at PTA.org/Advocacy.
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Nearly 3,700 children and adolescents under age
20 are diagnosed with type 2 diabetes each year,
a disease that used to be called adult-onset
diabetes

Healthypeople.gov reveals that physical activity in
children and adolescents can improve bone health,
lower levels of body fat, improve cardiorespiratory
and muscular fitness, and reduce symptoms of
depression. This physical activity should be a
family affair—it’s not enough to tell them to do it,
parents need to do it too. This way, the child doesn’t
feel as though they are singled out as unfit, but that
it’s a family activity that benefits everyone.

There are promising signs that some progress has
been made in at least one age group, though.
The obesity rate among preschool age children has
dropped from 14 percent to 8 percent in recent years
according to the CDC. From new labeling to the
“Let’s Move” campaign by First Lady Michelle
Obama, differences are being seen.

Source: illinoispta | February 24, 2015 at 5:59 pm |
Categories:Health | URL: http://wp.me/p4VQhV-54

Education and Practice at School
Continue to encourage good eating habits at school–
and under the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act,
cafeterias have to offer lunches that include whole
grains, more fruits and vegetables, low fat milk, and
limit calories. However, some schools have had
challenges meeting the guidelines and have dropped
out of the National School Lunch Program.

NEWSLETTER – Michele Sheppard
Springtime topics and potential
articles for your newsletters:
1. Nominating Committee Report
including the time and place of the election. If
possible, a brief biography of the nominated
candidates can provide your membership with
the information to make an informed decision.

According to Anastasia Snelling, Ph.D., at the
School of Education, Teaching, and Health at
American University in Washington D.C., over 21
states have implemented programs that mandate
public schools to collect data on students’ height,
weight, and Body Mass Index (BMI). Some states
even require schools to send letters to parents with
the results and advising further medical
intervention. The efforts are meant as a means to
start constructive conversation in families, however,
some parents see the actual implementation as
degrading and humiliating.

2. Call for new volunteers to join your board for
next year. It can be helpful to publish the board
committees with a brief description of their
responsibilities. People are more willing to step
up if they know what they are volunteering for.
3. Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped
your PTA achieve their goals. Without the help
and support of your volunteers, the amount of
work that your PTA can accomplish is limited.

Education and Practice at Home
Parents are the primary influences and role models
for their children. Simply involving your kid in the
kitchen and having them help prepare meals, they
can learn to identify healthy foods they like, which
can then be prepared more often. Children are also
more likely to try foods that they have helped to
prepare.

4. Membership promotion. Spring is a great time
to begin recruiting members for next year.
While parents are thinking about registering
their students for the next year, it is important to
reminding them to join PTA.
5. Advocacy action and other news passed by the
Illinois PTA membership at the Illinois PTA
Convention.

Limiting TV viewing is important. Each extra hour
of TV a toddler watches can potentially result in a
13 percent decrease in physical activity, according
to a study in The Journal of the American Medical
Association. Additionally, that same group is also 5
percent more likely to have a higher BMI.

6. PTA Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7th to
May 11, 2012. This is the perfect time to thank
the teachers who are such a vital part of the
success of our PTAs and our students.
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Reflections Advancers
IL PTA Northwest Cook Region/District 37
2014-2015
The World Would Be A Better Place If…
DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY
First Name Last Name
Amelia
Birk
Sean
Forman
Zen
Wang
Kevin
Forman
Reagan
Guthrie
Kaley
Kalata
Sydney
Stephanie
Cayla
Dana
Abigail
Emma

Minch
Hultgren
Skuran
Oyen
Andre
Forman

FILM PRODUCTION
First Name Last Name
Aidan
Molberger

Title of Work
We Can Change the World
Join In
Be An Outsider
Happiness Dancing
Wake Up World
The World Would Be A Better Place If
Everyone Had a Family
Can't Buy Me Love
Be Your Self
Who I Am
My Dream of Dancing
Superhero
Unicorn-Dance

PTA
Grade
Virginia Lake
3
Winston Campus Elementary PTA3
Pleasant Hill PTA
4
Winston Campus Elementary PTA5
Armstrong PTA
5
Patton PTA
5

Council
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
STC
AHC

Fairview PTA
Adolph Link PTA
Blackwell PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA
Walter R. Sundling PTA

5
6
6
7
7
7

STC
STC
STC
AHC
AHC
NWSC

Title of Work
The World Would Be A Better Place If…
Teddy Bears Could Play Baseball
The World Would Be A Better Place If
Super Heroes Were Alive
The World Would Be A Better Place If…

PTA
Collins PTA

Grade
1

Council
STC

Fairview PTA

2

STC

Virginia Lake PTA

3

NWSC

Its All About the Waste
Saving Animals Around the World
The World Would Be A Better Place
Without Cancer
If Every Bully Saw A Smile
Passion
The World Would Be A Better Place If…

Hunting Ridge PTA
Pleasant Hill PTA
Sanborn PTA

3
4
5

NWSC
NWSC
NWSC

Enders-Salk PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Olive-Mary Stitt PTA

5
5
5

STC
AHC
AHC
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NWSC

6
6

STC
STC

Grade
K
1
3

Council
AHC
STC
STC

Shreyansh

Satapathy

Michelle

Zaborowski

Alec
Shivani
Kayli

Peterson
Kumar
Roe

Angela
Leah
Elizabeth

Tomaso
Oyen
Doulas

Ellory

Ash

Abigail
Olivia

Alcantara
Messerges

You Can Do Anything You Set Your Mind Thomas Jefferson PTA
To
Less Pollution Better Solution
Stevenson PTA
What I Think
Lincoln Prarie PTSA

LITERATURE
First Name
Evan
Karina
Shlokah

Last Name
Watanuki
Shah
Sarkar

Title of Work
King of Kindergarteners
The World and us
With a Touch of Magic

PTA
Patton PTA
Campanelli PTA
Blackwell PTA

Jasmine
Nihar

Patel
Shetty

Smiling Trees
The World Would Be A Better Place If

Fairview PTA
Einstein PTA

4
4

STC
STC

Rosalea
Riya
Haley
Gillian

Colucci
Jain
Allesoach
Karsten

Paddock
Campanelli PTA
Campanelli PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA

5
5
5
6

NWSC
STC
STC
AHC

Sydney
Rose
Lauren

Hemenway
Gruenwald
Horvath

Let's All Take Care of Each Other
5 Virtues
The Best Day of My Life
Everyone has a hero waiting to find
them
Can Human Nature Change?
Part Two
The World Would Be A Better Place If

Thomas Middle School PTA
Lincoln Prairie
Thomas Middle School PTA

7
8
8

AHC
STC
ACH

Title of Work
No Place For Hesitation Disc - Just a Little
Bit Better
There is Music In Our Hearts
Working Together
Stop This War
Winter Solstice
Peace On Earth
Raindrops
Together
The World Would Be A Better Place If
We All Work Together
The World Would Be A Better Place if it
was Filled With Music
Rolling Meadows
Need

PTA
Virginia Lake PTA

Grade
3

Council
NWSC

Title of Work
Carolyn
Stuffed Animals
If you just stop and smell the roses
Happy Smiles
The Beauty of Fall
The Beauty of Small Miracles
Save Our Trees
Sunshine
Peaceful Paths
A Day At the Pond
Seeing Eye to Eye
Changing Perspectives

MUSICAL COMPOSITION
First Name Last Name
Christine
Rollinson
Kendall
Timothy
Monika
Emma
Anika
Maura
Ziyi
Michael

Smith
Boldt
Narain
Chen
Vede
Schafer
Kwok
Doulas

Hannah

Kersemeier

Cornelia
Hillery

Cembala
Benjamin

PHOTOGRAPHY
First Name Last Name
Natalie
Michael
Lorraine
Weaver
Lukas
Felde
Mia
Hardison
Ashley
Mathews
Adam
Stanhope
Lauren
Tworek
Olivia
Messerges
Daniella
Chiavetta
Nicolas
Frank
Samantha
Nieman
Rhea
Akhaury

Winston Campus Elementary PTA3
Olive-Mary Stitt PTA
3
Campanelli PTA
5
Pleasant Hill PTA
5
Pleasant Hill PTA
5
Thomas Middle School PTA
6
Thomas Middle School PTA
7
Thomas Middle School PTA
7

NWSC
AHC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
AHC
AHC

Thomas Middle School PTA

7

AHC

Thomas Middle School PTA
Carl Sandburg JH PTA

7
8

AHC
NWSC

PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Lincoln School PTA
Marion Jordan PTA
Thomas Dooley PTA
Thomas Jefferson PTA
Patton PTA
Fairview Mt. Prospect PTA
Lincoln Prarie PTSA
Virginia Lake PTA
Lincoln Prarie PTSA
Sanborn PTA
Walter R. Sundling PTA

Grade
K
2
2
3
4
5
5
6
6
6
6
8

Council
AHC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
NWSC
AHC
NCLU
STC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
NWSC

VISUAL ARTS
First Name
Iris
Isabella
Rachael
Noah
Rebecca
Amalia
Kelly
Labdhi
Stella

Last Name
Park
Chen
Moon
Suk
Kirov
Sanchez
Wang
Jain
Chung

Title of Work
Colors
The Wonder of Nature
World of Animals
Where Do I Want To Live?
Peace for Nature
Sticks and Stones
All Countries Would Fly Together
Love
A Spark Between Humans and Nature

PTA
Grade
Lincoln Prarie
1
Pleasant Hill PTA
2
Winston Campus Elementary PTA3
Hunting Ridge PTA
3
Fairview Elementary PTA
4
Paddock PTA
4
Pleasant Hill PTA
5
Michael Collins PTA
6
Pleasant Hill PTA
6

Genevieve
Christine
Lauren

Hill
Park
Horvath

Black and White
At Peace With Nature
More and Less

Thomas Middle School PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA

Title of Work
The World Would Be A Better Place If
Everyone Was Spider Girl
The World Would Be A Better Place if
Meat Factories Were Cleaner
The World Would Be A Better Place If
Everyone Had Fruit Trees
The World Would Be A Better Place If
Everyone Had Food and Homes
The World Would Be A Better Place if
Popcorn Fell from the Sky
Garbage
Outside Nature

PTA
Grade
Winston Campus Elementary PTA3

Council
NWSC

Winston Campus Elementary PTA3

NWSC

Winston Campus Elementary PTA4

NWSC

Winston Campus Elementary PTA4

NWSC

Winston Campus Elementary PTA4

NWSC

SPECIAL ARTIST
First Name Last Name
Maria
Ugarte
Jace

Castro

Samira

Aguilar

Christopher

Toliver

Sydney

Schaedig

Maximilian
Michenzie

Geilim
King

Addams PTA
Addams PTA

7
7
8

8
8

Council
STC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
AHC
AHC
AHC

STC
STC

2015-2016 Reflections Theme is "Let Your Imagination Fly . . ."

 Educator of the Year Award
 Certificate of Recognition Cards
 Scholarship Gift Cards
 In Memoriam Cards
 Illinois PTA Note Cards
All of these awards are great ways to recognize the
people in your PTA and your community who
support your local unit and council. More
information on these awards can be found on the
Illinois
PTA
website:
http://www.illinoispta.org/scholarship.html.

TECHNOLOGY – Brent Fentem
The online world can be an overwhelming place,
and you might not know where your child fits in.
It’s important to start the conversation early and set
clear guidelines for your family. The following tips
will start you down the right path to keep your
child safe online:









Learn about the kinds of online and mobile
platforms your child is using.
Ask your child to show you what he/she and
his/her friends do with the websites, games
and platforms.
Check your child’s understanding of the
messages and images he/she encounters
online and help your child understand what
is appropriate and inappropriate behavior.
Start the conversation early and talk
regularly with your child about technology
and online safety. Just as we teach children
to say “please” and “thank you” and to look
both ways before crossing the street, it also
is important to teach them that “123456” is
not a safe online password and should never
be used.
Set clear rules and expectations for your
child’s use of technology and online and
mobile platforms.

It is our future that we support and this is a
wonderful way to show our students that we support
them.

NATIONAL PTA NEWS
March is National Reading Month!
Celebrate National Reading Month
with your friends at National PTA and
thousands of schools across the
country in March! With the PTA
Family Reading Experience, Powered
by Kindle, kids, families and teachers
can engage in fun literacy activities
ranging from phonological awareness,
phonics, fluency, comprehension and
vocabulary.

SCHOLARSHIP – Angelica Parra

See different activities that your local PTA can do
and visit our Pinterest board for additional tools and
tips!

Thank you to everyone who applied to the Illinois
PTA Scholarship. The Scholarship recipient and
runner up will be sent to Illinois PTA for further
consideration for this year. All students going into
the field of education will be a great addition to
education when they finish their college careers and
move onto helping the children of our future.

With the PTA Family Reading Experience,
Powered by Kindle—kids, families and teachers can
engage in fun literacy activities ranging from
phonological
awareness,
phonics,
fluency,
comprehension and vocabulary.
Your local PTAs can host a variety of events and
activities in March. Download our free reading and
literacy activities today and get your reading on!

Illinois PTA depends on the generosity of its local
and council PTA units to maintain the Scholarship
program by honoring people in their local units and
councils with memorial gifts and also through
donations. Some of the memorial gifts that can be
purchased are as follows:
 Honorary Life Membership
 Book of Recognition
 T.H.A.N.K.S. Award
 Distinguished Service Scroll
7

You can also follow our National Reading Month
board on Pinterest. It'll be updated with even more
cool pins in the weeks to come:
Fun Tips & Pins

ILLINOIS PTA NEWS
During the month of March,
Illinois PTA will feature two
(2) PTAs and their reading
event each week in our weekly
update. Submit a summary,
250 words or less, of the
highlights and achievements of
a current reading program you held along with
photos to info@illinoispta.org. If your program is
chosen as one of the weekly featured PTAs, your
PTA will be put into a drawing to win a free
registration to the Illinois PTA 113th Annual
Convention on April 17th to 18th. Two winning
PTAs will be drawn from those featured, so start
planning your event now! Read More.

Check out these top 10 tips to inspire children to
read:

Illinois PTA Celebrating the Arts

New this year - 113th Convention Delegate
Registration
Illinois PTA will not be mailing delegate credential
cards this year. In turn, the president will not have
to hand the cards to those attending convention.
Delegates will no longer have to remember to bring
the card with them. Voting credentials will be
distributed on site in one of two ways:
1. We encourage you to pre-register your
elected delegates using the online delegate
registration here or by returning the delegate
registration form you will be receiving via
US Postal Service; or
2. If we do not receive a delegate registration
form, credentials for your local unit (up to
the number allotted based on the state
bylaws) will be distributed to your members
as they register on a first come first serve
basis.
If you are allowing your credentials to be
distributed on a first come first serve basis, instruct
your members that they must present a valid
membership card from your local unit as
verification. Cards will not be distributed to anyone
lacking a valid membership card.

SPOTLIGHT is presented by Illinois PTA in
partnership with Millikin University to celebrate
children from across the state. This free event is
open to all children in Illinois. The afternoon, held
on Millikin University’s Campus in Decatur,
Illinois, celebrates Reflections artists, scholarship
winners, and students who serve their communities.
The afternoon will include:
 Workshops for children and adults presented by
faculty and students from Millikin University;
 An art gallery of almost 500 Reflections pieces;
and
 Reception with light refreshments.
The culmination of the afternoon will be a
ceremony recognizing:
 Students with Reflections pieces advancing to
National PTA;
 Reflections students
receiving Honorable
Mention Awards from Illinois PTA;
 Student Service Leader Award Recipient

Electronic Registration of Voting Delegates will
close on April 10, 2015.

Registration
will
be
open
in
March.
Visit www.illinoispta.org for more information.

Calculating the number of voting delegates is the
same as it has been for years. If you are unsure how
to determine the number of voting delegates your
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PTA/PTSA qualifies for, contact your council
president or our region director at: nfentem@ilptad37.org. Remember, any PTA member is welcome
to attend all aspects of convention. Please be sure
to bring your membership card to convention.

Those attending the forum will have the opportunity
to submit questions to be addressed by the
candidates at the event. A moderator will keep our
candidate's forum progressing giving candidates the
opportunity to share their views in turn. All parents
and community members are encouraged to attend
and learn more about the candidates running for the
District 15 School Board. Election day is April 7th.

DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER

The NWSC SPARK group will be sponsoring
several workshops from March through the end of
the year at 7pm in the Sundling Junior High
Auditorium. On March 30th, Autism Speaks and
Ups for Downs representatives share their
experiences as siblings of those with special needs.
The workshop will also have discussions on
parenting, sibling rivalry, and the overall impact of
a disability on the family. On April 27th, the topic
of disability harassment and bullying will be
discussed. Pre-registration to attend is required –
register at http://bit.ly/1nWJaeI. The final SPARK
speaker will share how technology and applications
can be used for academic retention from an early
childhood perspective. The workshop will focus on
teaching parents how technology can be used to
supplement ‘in-school’ learning.

Arlington Heights Council of PTAs
Spring is right around the corner, and spring
cleaning fever will soon be upon us! Your PTA
may feel the need to do a little spring cleaning as
well. Before the school year comes to a close, have
discussions with committee chairs and parents about
the PTA programs at your school. Have the needs
changed over the years? Which programs are
successful and why? Are there any new and fresh
ideas you’d like to try? Spring is the time to start
asking!
AHC hosted the Cultural Arts Fair on March 4.
Each of our 9 schools had students participating at
the event. There were over 20 stage performances,
with over 90 performers (most of them were
AHSD25 students). Many also participated in table
or room displays, with over 15 countries
represented. The evening started off with our
Reflections recognition ceremony. We are so proud
of all our students who participated this year in
celebrating the arts!
Michelle Gledhill and Angela Barry
AHC Co-presidents

NWSC will be concluding their year by hosting
their annual Spring Fling Banquet at Conyers
Learning Academy on May 11th at 5:30 with dinner
beginning at 6:00pm. PTA, School District, and
School Administrators will join our council and
local units at this special evening. We will
celebrate a great year of PTA programming- great
volunteers- and all the hard work and dedication of
our local units & administrators throughout this past
year.
We will recognize local units, wish our
outgoing officers well and welcome new officers to
the council as well as our local units. The evening
will end with workshops for our Presidents,
treasurers, secretaries, and a few other topics.

Northwest Suburban Council of PTAs
NWSC’s year is still going
strong!
The NWSC is winding down
it's year with a few more
programs before the year
comes to a close.

We thank all of those officers and board members
that have given so much of their time and talents to
help enhance the education and experiences of all
the children in District 15. I personally want to
thank all the members of the NWSC Board for
making this a great year for our council and helping
provide resources and programs that benefit all our
PTA/PTSAs’, their families and the community.
The NWSC units and council has truly “Grown

Growing Stronger Together
Northwest Suburban Council
PTA/PTSA

The NWSC is proud to be
hosting a candidate's forum on March 31st in the
Sundling Junior High Gymnasium at 7pm. Seven
School Board candidates are running for the three
open School Board positions. All candidates have
been invited to participate in this candidate forum.
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Stronger Together”. Thank you and we look
forward to another great year of collaboration in
2015-2016.
Julie Holdeman
NWSC PTA President

three seats on the District 54 School Board. We
hope this will give our community an opportunity to
get to know the candidates so they can make an
educated decision on Election Day.
Mikel Eppenbuagh
STC President

Schaumburg Township Council of PTAs

NORTHWEST COOK REGION/
DISTRICT 37 BOARD

It’s hard to believe there is only a couple of months
left of this school year. Many of you are finalizing
your end of year plans and have even started to plan
for next year. Attending the IL PTA Convention is
a great opportunity to gather new fundraising ideas,
get tips on how to increase your membership,
become a better leader and learn how to better
brand and market your PTA.
While starting to make plans for next year, have you
talked with your board about what direction you see
your PTA headed? While your PTA goals should
drive your budget, they should also help you
determine where you’re headed and how to get
there. This is the time to start to review your budget
and committees and take a look at what the
dynamics of your PTA are. Are many of your
committee chairs and officers now working parents?
How many parents within your community have
returned to work? If they have, what do your
programs and events look like and how often do
you offer them? Do they cater to the needs of your
families?
The best way to be a successful PTA is to make
sure your Executive Board is attending the trainings
and workshops that are offered throughout the year.
I cannot stress enough how valuable well trained
leaders are. I know that schedules are hectic and
the calendar fills up quickly with PTA, family and
extra-curricular activities. Can you imagine what
your local unit could do if each of your board
members attends just one training throughout the
year and shared what they have learned with the rest
of your board? We could move mountains!

Director

Nicole Fentem
nfentem@ilpta-d37.org

Secretary/
Newsletter

Michele Sheppard

Treasurer/NWCR
Leg. Consultant

Barbara Quinn
BQuinnPTA@aol.com

Health

vacant

Hospitality

Julie Birenbaum
julester@comcast.net

Leadership

Tracey Coleman
traceykcoleman@gmail.com

Membership

vacant

Parent Ed.

Matthew Rodriquez
tazcubano@aol.com

Reflections

Joan Scovic
jscovic@gmail.com

Scholarship

Angelica Parra
Alejandra7676@aol.com

Technology

Brent Fentem
bfentem@ilpta-d37.org

AHC

mls1960@aol.com

Michelle Gledhill
michelleg29@comcast.net
Angela Barry
ajbarry4@gmail.com

STC has a couple of upcoming events. On March
13th we will hold our annual auction and dinner to
raise money that will be applied to the STC
Scholarship Fund. This year we will give out
$22,000 in elementary and high school scholarships.
At the end of March, STC will host a Candidates’
Forum for the 5 candidates who are running for
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NWSC

Julie Holdeman
julie.holdeman@comcast.net

STC

Mikel Eppenbaugh
hairstyle9902@yahoo.com

Location:
Embassy Suites East Peoria - Hotel & River Front Conference
Center 100 Conference Center Drive, East Peoria, Illinois
Highlights:


Presentation by Illinois Vision 20/20



National PTA Workshops



Building Today’s PTA – Recruiting Today’s Families



Family Reading Experience



Illinois PTA workshops and training…and much more!

Registration Fee:
On Site Registration Fee:

$75.00 per person –Saturday lunch included
$100.00 per person – lunch not included

Convention check in begins at 4:00 pm on Friday,
April 17, with workshops starting at 5:00 p.m.
and runs through Saturday evening, April 18.

Room Info: $134.00 per night



Two full beds and pull out sofa
Hot breakfast included



Microwave and refrigerator in room



Nightly drink and snack reception

Click here to register.

Questions: Contact Rhonda Jenkins, Illinois PTA General Arrangementscoordinator: rjenkins@illinoispta.org

You are cordially invited to the

NORTHWEST COOK REGION CAUCUS
“Making the World a Better Place for ALL Children!”
Friday, April 17, 2015
7:30 – 9:00 PM
Suite 205
Embassy Suites East Peoria
100 Conference Center Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

Everyone is invited.
Come for information, networking, idea
sharing, snacks and drinks. At the
NWCR Caucus, you will learn all you need to
know to be a properly prepared delegate at the Illinois
PTA Convention!
Meet with other Northwest Cook Region members.

Illinois PTA Northwest Cook Region/District 37 presents

Jump Start Your PTA
Training Event and Vendor Fair | Monday, April 6 from 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Free Admission & Free Training Sessions for PTA members. No children please.
Pre-register by April 3 to be eligible for the free prize drawing!
Hosted by Schaumburg Township Council PTA
at Keller Junior High | 820 Bode Road, Schaumburg, IL 60194

Vendor Fair | 5:00pm - 9:00pm
Meet potential vendors for your programs and fundraisers in 2015-16. Vendors at the event will include
spirit wear, assembly performers, yearbooks/school photos, product sales, hot lunch, and much more!
Admission to the Vendor Fair is FREE—just show your PTA membership card at the door! (Session VF)

PTA Training
Tips for finishing the year strong and ideas for next year. Registration for all training sessions and roundtable
discussions is FREE—just show your PTA membership card when you check in!
PTA Training Courses:
6:00pm – 8:00pm

 PTA Presidents Course (Session TC1)
 “Dangerous Games” (Session TC2)

Roundtable Discussions—Tips for finishing the year strong and ideas for next year:
Join the conversation led by our discussion facilitators to share ideas and best practices with other PTA leaders just like
you!
6:30pm– 7:00pm

 Fundraising Ideas and Best Practices (Session RT1)
 Parliamentary Procedure: Run Your Election Meeting Like a Pro (Session RT2)

7:15pm – 7:45pm

 Membership Recruitment All Year Long (Session RT3)
 Treasurer Tips (Session RT4)
 Family Engagement Programs: Share and Collect Great Ideas (Session RT5)

8:00pm – 8:30pm

 Convention Prep: What You Need to Know for the Illinois PTA Convention (Session RT6)

“I Need Help!”
Northwest Cook Region Board Members will be available all evening for one-on-one help with specific issues.

RSVP to traceykcoleman@gmail.com by April 3 to be eligible for the prize drawing!
or register online here

Illinois PTA Northwest Cook Region/District 37

Jump Start Your PTA

Training Event and Vendor Fair | Monday, April 6 from 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Free Admission & Free Training Sessions for PTA members. No children please.
Pre-register by April 3 to be eligible for the free prize drawing!
Hosted by Schaumburg Township Council PTA at Keller Junior High, 820 Bode Road, Schaumburg, IL 60194
PTA Name
Contact Person
Contact Phone
Contact Email
NAME
Please let us know who will be attending!
The vendor fair and all sessions are
free—just show your PTA membership
card when you check in! Place an X in
the column for all of the programs
each person plans to attend.

VENDOR
FAIR
VF
Vendor
Fair
5:00-9:00pm

TRAINING
COURSES
TC1
Presidents
Course
6:00-8:00pm

TC2
Dangerous
Games
6:00-8:00pm

ROUNDTABLE
DISCUSSIONS
RT1
RT2
RT3
Fundraising Parliamentary Membership
Best Pract.
Procedure
All Year
6:30-7:00pm 6:30-7:00pm 7:15-7:45pm

RT4
Treasurer
Tips
7:15-7:45pm

RSVP with this form to traceykcoleman@gmail.com by April 3
to be eligible for the prize drawing!
You may also register online here

RT5
Family
Engagement
7:15-7:45pm

RT6
Convention
Prep
8:00-8:30pm

