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Get Your Financial Year 

Soaring 
Barb Quinn 

NWCR Treasurer 

By now, the year is under way and there are several financial pieces that should be firmly in place: 

• The financial records of 2014-15 have been audited, and that report has been adopted by the 

membership; 

• the PTA Budget for 2015-16 has been prepared, presented and adopted by the membership; 

• the membership campaign is on-going, and the 1st installment of dues has been submitted to the Illinois 

PTA office; 

• the signature cards at the bank have been updated to reflect the current Treasurer, President and other 

signatories, as necessary; and 

• The PTA has established goals for the current year. 

Does the membership in your PTA know why you are raising funds?  Have you shared: 

• programs and services the PTA provides to students and families? 

• the value that PTA membership provides in enhancing and enriching the educational process through 

parental engagement? 

• the importance of advocacy in PTA work? 

• an opportunity to learn more about the work of PTA? 

The Region/District PTA is here to help with any or all of these items.  Please remember that we are just a 

click or call away. 

 financial pieces that should be firmly in place:
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As you begin your PTA year, it is wise to consider 

encouraging your board to taking PTA training.  

When everyone knows the responsibilities, duties and 

rules that the PTA operates under, the PTA is much 

more effective. 

Your bylaws require that all board members take PTA 

101 – Road to Success and that presidents take the 

President’s course and Treasurer take a financial course 

like Money Matters 101.  Northwest Cook Region offers 

these courses in the fall and spring.  The courses this fall 

will be on September 17, 23 and 29.  See the included 

flyer for details on courses.   

National PTA also offers online E-learning courses.  To access the e-learning courses, you will need to create an 

online National PTA profile.  The courses cover PTA Essentials, PTA Nuts and Bolts and Leadership 

Enhancement.  Several of the courses are available in Spanish as well.  Check them out at 

http://www.pta.org/members/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3090.   

Back to School Notes for the PTA Secretary 

Welcome to the new school year and congratulations on becoming the new secretary! If you are new to this 

position and wondering what some of your main responsibilities will be this year, hopefully I can shed some light 

on that for you. In each edition, I hope to give you some helpful information and tips on how to handle your 

position knowledgably and efficiently. For some PTAs, there are actually 2 secretary positions, “Recording 

Secretary” and “Corresponding Secretary”. For our purposes, I will speak as if that is 1 position, but if it’s 2 in 

your PTA, then take the information pertinent to your position and disregard the rest. 

 

What are your main responsibilities? 

! Attend all meetings of the association and record all the business of the PTA at any executive committee, 

executive board and general membership meetings. These are called the “Minutes” and should be typed and 

printed to bring to your next meeting for approval. The minutes are to be kept forever! 

! Handle all correspondence on behalf of the PTA under the direction of the executive committee. 

! Keep the original signed PTA Bylaws, as well as the Standing Rules. 

! Serve as the custodian of the official membership list. Receiving an updated list from your Membership Chair 

on a monthly basis is a good system to put in place. This is so you always have an accurate record of who 

can vote at a meeting. 

! Create and maintain the sign in sheets for your meetings in case you need to refer back to who was at a 

particular meeting. 

! Serve as the caretaker of all official PTA records such as your charter, incorporation papers, budget, 

committee list, etc. 

There is a lot to know, but this should get you started! If you have any questions, please let me know! 

 

Kate Johnson 

NWCR Secretary 

PTA Training coming in September 
Michele Shepard 

NWCR Leadership Chair 

ll 

access the e-learning courses, you will need to create an 

p
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Reflections is the National PTA Arts program that encourages children to create works of art in six 

different arts categories. The program has a different theme each year, and the theme for the 2015-2016 

school year is "Let Your Imagination Fly." 

 

Each local unit PTA received a flash drive with the Local Unit Packet (LUP). Among the plethora of 

information provided by Illinois State PTA is a section devoted to the Reflections Program. These files are 

also available online for download at www.illinoispta.org.  

One of the documents included with this information is the quick start guide. This one-page overview of 

the program provides helpful tips for offering the Reflections program in your school. This month’s article 

will revolve around how you can “familiarize yourself with the Reflections program” and “setting a due 

date and creating your flyers.” 

 

Familiarize Yourself with the Reflections Program 

There are six arts categories: Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music Composition, 

Photography, and Visual Arts. The LUP contains copies of the rules for each of these arts categories. 

There are four age divisions: Primary (Preschool to Grade 2), Intermediate (Grades 3-5), Middle School 

(Grades 6-8), and High School (Grades 9-12). 

 

In addition, there are two methods that can be used to submit artwork created by special artists. Children 

with special needs can enter in traditional age divisions. Qualifying students follow all general and arts 

category rules, but receive accommodation to submit Reflections entries in the grade division most closely 

aligned to their functional abilities. Alternatively, Special 

Artists can enter through the Special Artist Division. The 

Special Artist Division is non-graded and limited to students 

whose physical, cognitive, or mental health challenges meet 

ADA guidelines. Qualifying students entering this division 

create their own artwork in any category, but may receive 

non-artistic accommodation and assistance from an adult. 

 

Children can create as many works of art in as many 

categories as they like. Just remember that each project will 

need a separate, completed, signed Student Entry Form. 

 

Setting a Due Date and Creating Your Flyers 

Each local unit sets their own due date. As a local chair, you 

just need to provide yourself with enough time to promote 

the program and collect the artwork from your students at the beginning of the year. Then, once you have 

the artwork, be sure to leave enough time to package it all, check the paperwork, judge the projects if 

necessary, and meet your next deadline. If you are part of Arlington Heights Council, Northwest Suburban 

Council, or Schaumburg Township Council, your projects are due to the council level by November 6. For 

non-council local units in our region, projects are due to the Region by December 4. 

 

Start the Art in Your School with the  

National PTA Reflections Program 

 Joan Scovic 

NWCR Reflections Assistant 



 

 

5 

The LUP contains several flyers that you can customize with your own contact information and due date. 

You can also create your own flyers. 

Promote the program at all of your back- to- school events, during orientation events, ice cream socials, 

meet the teacher days—any event that includes your families! Set up a table and share the news about 

how the arts help children and then encourage participation in the Reflections program. Utilize your 

newsletter, website, bulletin boards, backpack mail, morning announcements, social media—any outlet 

that will help spread the word! You will be amazed at how creative our children can be! 

 

Stay informed 

If you are on Facebook, please take a look at the Illinois PTA Cultural Arts Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/ilptaarts. This page will include information about a variety of cultural arts 

topics, along with updates, reminders, and tips to help you build a successful Reflections program at your 

school this year. 

 

Best of luck getting your program off and running this year! If you have any questions, please feel free to 

reach out to me at jscovic@gmail.com. 

Reflections Program 
continued 

Several students from our Region 

were recognized at 

SPOTLIGHT ’15 this past Spring. 

Congratulations! 
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Helping Kids Soar with Healthy Meals 

BREAKFAST - This word means to break the fasting 

period of the prior night. As our students return to their 

classrooms this fall, are they arriving properly prepared 

to succeed?   If a student arrives at school unfed or 

underfed, the answer unfortunately is no.  While I know 

the importance of a healthy breakfast is nothing new, I 

would like to take this opportunity to share with you a 

wonderful resource choosemyplate.gov.  The site has 

endless resources to aid in living a healthy life style.  A 

couple helpful resources from the site are, “Healthy Eating 

on a Budget” as well as “Daily Food Plans.”  I have included just a few 

examples of their many selections for a healthy breakfast and lunch from “The Daily Food 

Plans.”  In a world that seems to never slowdown, it is important to have reminders and 

additional resources to help our families.  Please share this site with all your members.  After all, 

before they can fill their brains with knowledge, our students need to fill their stomachs. 
 

Ken Van Dyke 

NWCR Health & Safety Chair 

ing 

fe

Lunch Ideas 
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By now most of you have hosted at least one membership drive this year.  Perhaps it was at a back to 

school picnic, open house or curriculum night.  How did you promote your PTA? What methods did you 

use to create the start of this year’s membership?  These are real questions that our region board is hoping 

you can answer.  We want to use your ideas and share your successes with other PTA/PTSAs.   

Our PTA theme this year is “Soaring to New Heights!”  Membership is one of the many things that can 

help your unit soar.  

 

Not sure where to start?  No problem!  Here are a few resources that may already be in your possession 

you just haven’t had the time to locate yet.  

 

• National PTA has online membership resources available at: www.ptakit.org/membership/. This 

will give you information about the Value of PTA, roles and duties of an effective membership 

team, planning for a successful membership year, how to engage your entire community to 

participate in your PTA, and additional resources – including welcome letters to the members, 

signs and more.  

• Illinois PTA has membership information on its website at: www.illinoispta.org/membership.html.   

• Our region website also has a few resources that might be of help to you at  

• www.ilpta-d37.org/membership.html. We have sample membership letters, yard signs, 

customizable Join Our PTA trifolds and more.  

• How about creating a display board to use at your parent events?  Visit our region website 

(http://www.ilpta-d37.org/resources/DISPLAY_BOARD.pdf ) for samples and information on 

building this simple, but powerful tool.   

• The biggest resource we currently have for you is US.  Our network of volunteers and the 

experience within each of us is phenomenal. Remember, if you cannot find information you are 

looking for, just ask!  We can create it, find it or help you with it! 

 

We’d like to continue to develop a network of ideas and resources that units use to retain and recruit 

members, so please consider sending pictures and other information about how you obtain your members 

to nfentem@ilpta-d37.org.  We can showcase these in future newsletters, on Facebook and our website 

and maybe even highlight them for other PTAs throughout the state at this year’s Illinois PTA convention 

in Springfield.  We know you have great ideas and programs, help us 

Blasting Off with Membership 
Nicole Fentem 

NWCR Membership Assistant 

Fall is a great time to use your  

Local Unit display board! 
 

Think about Curriculum Night, Open House, Parent 

Teacher Conferences and more.   

 

It’s an easy way to highlight 

all the wonderful things 

you are doing the kids!  

 

Why not create one today? 

us 

nt 

ne today?
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Our new membership campaign will have units aiming high,  

shooting for the stars and soaring to new heights! 

Don’t forget . . . Your first membership dues payment is due to 

the Illinois PTA office by October 1. 

Want more examples of the 

resources available?   
 
Check out this  list of 

reasons for joining  PTA. 

 

It might be just what your 

community needs to see the 

benefits of membership. 

s of the 
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Northwest Suburban Council 

Julie Holdeman 

NWSC President 

Welcome to our new AHC board!    

! Co-Presidents: Angela Barry &   

                   Katie Washco 

! 1st VP Programs: Amy Reed 

! 2nd VP: Andrea Burger 

! Treasurer: Jennifer Stanhope 

! Secretary: Kim Kusiciel 

 

We also welcome all the new local unit school PTA officers, chairs, & volunteers for our 9 schools!   

 

Summer is busy closing year-end books, performing audits, filling committee positions, working on new 

budgets & programs for the new school year, and planning Fall training sessions.  As we approach the first 

day of school, all the units are busy with back-to-school orientations & welcome activities.  We meet with 

our unit Presidents & Treasurers for a pre-school workshop each August, and, as always, the annual Packet 

Pickup was a great event to kick off the school year!   

 

The first Arlington Heights PTA was formed in 1931 and our Council was formed in 1961.  54 years later, 

we have an estimated 4,000 PTA members, 1,200 volunteers, and over 400 committees & programs 

serving more than 5,000 students in our district.  We look forward to a great start to the school year & 

working with everyone this year drafting new ideas to make our council & local units the best they can be -

-- Every child; one voice! 

Angela Barry & Katie Washco 

AHC Co-Presidents 

We

!

    

!

!

!

!

We also welcome all the new local unit school PTA officers

An

AH

Arlington Heights Council 
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Congratulations! 

Central Road PTA 

and 

Jane Addams PTA 

(NWSC) 

have been awarded a  

Classroom of Kindles  

for Family Engagement and 

Literacy Efforts through  

National PTA and Amazon. 

For more information and a full list of 

recipients, visit PTA.org/FamilyReading. 

● 

Northwest Suburban Council 
continued 



 

 

Although advocacy has long been a part of the PTA mission, my personal experiences centered around 

providing programs benefitting the students, parents, and staff of my local unit. I hadn’t seen advocacy in 

action until this year, and then I saw it not once, but twice, in the Schaumburg Township Council (STC).  

The first advocacy event was advocating for our district as our legislators considered Senate Bill 16 (now 

Senate Bill 1).  The second advocacy event was advocating for change to a dangerous intersection near 

Eisenhower Junior High in Hoffman Estates.  Mikel Eppenbaugh was instrumental in both of these 

advocacy efforts.  On September 17, she will present a training session, “Grassroots Advocacy,” at 

Eisenhower Jr. High, 800 Hassell Road, Hoffman Estates. For more information, see http://www.ilpta-

d37.org/resources/fall_training.pdf. 

Senate Bill 16 

In September 2014, the Illinois PTA released its fact sheet on Senate Bill 16 (SB16), which had passed in 

the Senate and was being considered in the House. The intent of SB16 was to distribute funds with greater 

equity and fairness to school districts using a progressive funding model.  Our District determined that 

under the proposed changes, District 54 would lose an estimated $12.5 million annually--about $1,000 per 

student. This would represent the largest loss to any school district in Illinois, and a decline of 79.5 

percent in the amount of funds the District receives from the state. 

At the October 2014 meeting, Mikel Eppenbaugh, and Andy DuRoss, the District 54 superintendent, 

discussed the bill with the local unit representatives.  Then, Mikel invited us to make our voices heard loud 

and clear, letting our legislators know "I am from PTA!" She encouraged each local unit to schedule a 

general meeting and add SB16 to the agenda.  The STC distributed resources to be used to provide 

information to parents: a PowerPoint presentation, Superintendent DuRoss's letter, talking points based 

on the IL PTA Legislation Platform, and a sample letter that could be to contact our representatives.  STC 

even put together a traveling team of speakers who would present at the local units.  

As a result of those efforts, 19 of the 28 local units in STC passed a motion against SB16. Because more 

than half of the local units formally opposed the bill, the STC was also able to formally oppose it. As a 

result of the public outcry against the bill from PTAs and others, State Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia, the 

chairwoman of the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee, said she would not advance 

SB16 in the House. 

In January 2015, Senator Andy Manar introduced Senate Bill 1, the School Funding Reform Act of 2015, 

which replaces SB16.  With the current state budget problems, that bill is still in committee.  However, 

because of the efforts of the wonderful volunteers in STC last year, we will be ready to mobilize our voices 

quickly if the bill is called for a vote. 

Eisenhower Junior High School 

On Oct. 25, 2014 at about 12:30 a.m., a man who was fleeing a police officer trying to make a traffic stop 

lost control of his vehicle and crashed into the Eisenhower Junior High School gymnasium.  A few months 

later, a car skidded on the snow, jumped the curb, and ended up in the school parking lot.  The 

Eisenhower PTA rallied to protect its students from possible harm from the dangerous intersection of 

Jones and Hassell Roads. 

Schaumburg Township Council 

Sue Budak 

STC President 
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PTA volunteers met with the school principal, Steve 

Kern. They asked for a guardrail to be installed to 

prevent future accidents. Within a short time, a 

committee of representatives from the PTA, District 54, 

and the Village of Hoffman Estates was created to 

develop a list of concerns and possible solutions. By 

June, they had agreed upon a list of improvements. 

The Transportation and Road Improvements 

Committee of the Village of Hoffman Estates 

determined that it was impossible to install a guardrail 

because the current space does not provide the ability to 

meet the strict IDOT guidelines. However, in July, the 

Committee approved a number of safety improvements.  

Before school began this August, District 54, working 

with the Village of Hoffman Estates and the Eisenhower 

PTA, made changes to the traffic plan of Eisenhower.  A 

sidewalk was moved, bushes and trees were added as a 

living fence to further demarcate the curve, and 

concrete planters will soon be added close to the 

gymnasium wall where the October 2014 accident took 

place.  In addition, a crosswalk that was near the curve 

of Jones and Hassell Road was relocated further west to 

increase the safety of students crossing to school in the 

morning and leaving in the afternoon. Parking for drop 

off and pick up students is now limited to the south 

side of Hassell Road, and students use the sidewalk to 

cross Hassell Road at the newly installed crosswalk. 

Be the Change! 

These are two local examples of how your PTA can 

make a difference.  Let your voices be heard. Remember 

that as a group, we have a stronger voice than we do as 

individuals.  If you want to know more, attend the 

September 17th training session, “Grassroots 

Advocacy,” at Eisenhower Jr. High. To register, go to 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2K5G8SL.  

 

For more information, see http://www.ilpta-

d37.org/resources/fall_training.pdf 

Schaumburg Township Council 
continued 

Grassroots Advocacy In Action! 
Before, During and After at 

Eisenhower Jr. High 
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Northwest Cook Region 

Fall Training Schedule 

All courses will be held at Eisenhower Jr. High, 800 Hassell Road, Hoffman Estates 
Registration begins at 6:30.  Courses run from 7 to 9 PM. 

September 17, 2015 Money Matters 101 

This course will take you through everything you will 
be responsible for as a PTA treasurer including how to 
prepare a budget, conducting an audit, fundraising, 
managing money and bank accounts, electronic 
banking, treasurer’s financial reports, accountability to 
members and the government, and how to protect your 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt status. It is suggested that all 
PTA treasurers and presidents take this course, but it 
would be beneficial to any PTA officer. 

September 17, 2015 
Or September 23, 2015 

 

PTA Road to 
Success 

This course explains the who, what and why of PTA. 
This course is for everyone! The bylaws require this for 
the entire board (chairmen and officers). 

September 17, 2015 
Grassroots 
Advocacy 

Learn how to take an issue and work with other to 
advocate for desired result.  Example of a successful 
project will be presented. 

September 23, 2015 Money Matter 201 

This course will take you more in depth into some of 
the legal issues you may encounter as a 501 (c) (3) 
association. It is suggested that all PTA treasurers 
take this course, but it contains many legal issues, 
which other PTA officers should be aware of. 

September 23, 2015 
PTA Publicity & 

Communications 

Email blasts, Facebook, newsletters, Twitter, Pinterest, 
websites - there are more ways than ever to share 
news of your PTA. We’ll explore a variety of resources 
including the new Communications quick reference 
guide from National PTA.  This workshop is for 
presidents, newsletter editors, corresponding 
secretaries, publicity chairs, and everyone else whose 
role involves PTA communication.  

September 29, 2015 Presidents’ Course 

Now that you have stepped up to be President, learn 
what it takes to do the job well! This course will give 
you the information needed to manage your PTA and 
have a fun exciting time doing it. 

September 29, 2015 
Healthier Foods In 

Our Schools  

This is an interactive workshop designed to help 
identify healthier food alternatives and programs to 
promote healthier choices. 

September 29, 2015 Tech Tools 
Learn all about (mostly free) cool tech tools you can 
use to streamline and enhance your volunteer duties. 

Please register here or email msheppard@illinoispta.org. 
Walk in are welcome but materials only guaranteed for those that preregister. 

 


