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From Our Director  
 
Everything around us is in the midst of change.  The 
trees and flowers are blooming; the schools are 
getting ready with staffing plans and teacher 
collaboration for next year; candidates are ramping 
up for elections as the primaries come to an end; 
and our PTAs are slating candidates for next year’s 
officers and even electing them already – so plans 
for next year are beginning for us. EMBRACE 
change.  Good or bad, change helps each of us grow 
and in the end, become better people, better PTAs.  
Be sure to reflect on the change happening around 
you and learn something from it.  Make it a positive 
element in your life. If we can accomplish this as 
adults, we can help our children master this as well 
and in the end we will have influenced all of our 
futures for the good. 
 
As the end of the school year quickly approaches, 
make sure you take a good look at your community 
to ensure that you are fulfilling the needs of it.  As 
the new officers are elected, the bylaws state they 
should meet to create the PTA goals for the next 
year.  Make sure these goals are a good fit for your 
community.  If necessary, survey them and verify 
that your priorities are still aligned.  This may 
require some change on PTAs part, so be ready to 
be flexible. 
 
Recently, Illinois PTA met with members within 
our region to be sure their priorities are the same as 
our areas.  I’m told it was a productive meeting for 
all.  I look forward to learning what Northwest 
Cook Region can do to better serve you with your 
PTA endeavors.  I also encourage you to contact us  

 
 
 
anytime throughout the year with suggestions and 
questions. 
 
Remember to invite all PTA members to our June 
trainings which are free of charge and some of them 
are required to take according to your PTA bylaws.  
The incoming officers should take a long look at both 
the bylaws and the standing rules prior to planning 
next year. 
 
Have a great remainder of the school year! 
 
Nicole  

Nicole Fentem 
Illinois PTA Northwest Cook Region Director 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

May 15, 2012 – LOCAL UNIT REGISTRATION  
 FORMS DUE TO ILLINOIS PTA OFFICE 

Form available at www.illinoispta.org 
 

June 11, 2012 – PTA Road to Success 6:30 PM 
 D54 Administration Building, SCH 

 

June 13, 2012 – Intro to Money Matters  6:30 PM 
D54 Administration Building, SCH 

 

June 18, 2012 –  PTA Presidents Course 6:30 PM 
D54 Administration Building, SCH 

 

June 20, 2012 – PTA Council Course 6:30 PM 
D54 Administration Building, SCH 

 

June 21 – 23rd, 2012– National PTA Convention  
San Jose, CA 
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MEMBERSHIP – Lori Filby  

At the recent Illinois PTA convention, I think I 
figured out the secret to membership recruiting. 
 
I found myself sitting in a session about keeping 
volunteers happy.  Definitely a popular topic, it was 
well attended and overall pretty informative.  We 
learned about some Web based tools for managing 
volunteer time and duties.  We talked about how we 
should treat our volunteers and how we do treat our 
volunteers and we all laughed and commiserated 
when we heard the anecdotes our fellow PTA 
members shared.  Overall it was a great session that 
delivered on its promise of making us better at 
retaining our precious volunteers.   
 
During the workshop we were charged with 
breaking out into small groups to do some more 
focused work on volunteer management.   I had the 
opportunity to form a team with some other District 
37 members and one woman from Reavis PTA in 
Lansing, IL.   Her name is Janet Burgess and she 
was great, easy to talk to and very willing to share 
ideas and opinions.  After our group work and some 
great conversation about where we are from and 
what we do inside of our units, she pointed out her 
name in the convention materials that showed her as 
a nominee for the Illinois PTA Board Development 
and Nominating Committee.  She asked for my vote 
and without even looking at her bio, I was already 
convinced that she’d do a great job.  Then I read her 
bio and was even more impressed.  It read, in part, 
“Janet is proud of the 70% increase in PTA 
membership over this quarter last year.”  Wow!  A 
70% increase is big in my book.  I had hoped for 
my little unit to have a 7% increase and she did so 
much more. 
 
It goes without saying that I had to know the secret.  
I needed to know for my unit, your unit, our district, 
for the very future of Illinois PTA I had to know 
what magic she used to get these new members!  I 
was sure she was a slick marketing maven.  Or 
maybe, I thought, she had used some sort of 
emotional catch phrase to lure them in.  I considered 
that maybe there had been some polarizing event 
going on in their community that made people want 
to be members.   
 

Guess what?   It was way more simple than all 
those.  She told me—and I’m paraphrasing here—
she just talked to people.  She introduced herself, 
explained PTA, what it is, what it does and, through 
interaction, she had new members.   
 
I guess I wasn’t really surprised.  I knew there was 
something I was missing.  I had been searching.  I 
wanted to find the secret formula, the magic bullet, 
the perfect combination of yin and yang to make 
everyone successful in membership recruiting.   It 
turned out that what I was looking for was 
something that those before me had known, but that 
I had lost sight of:  I needed to use social 
networking.  But not the social networking of today 
with computers, smart phones, Facebook, Twitter, 
or whatever.  I need to use good old-fashioned 
socializing, chatting and talking.   
 
My advice to you is 
to get out there and 
talk about PTA.  Tell 
your neighbors, 
relatives, local 
business owners, 
community members 
what sort of good 
things your PTA is doing.  Tell them how we as a 
state association are working together to make a 
difference for all of our kids.  Let them know that 
the PTA is the largest child advocacy association in 
the nation and it’s been at it for over 100 years.  
Talk to folks on the playground, at school events, 
on the train, at the ballpark, in line at the grocery 
store.  Anywhere you have a captive audience you 
can spread the word and, in the process, recruit.  
Start out with a goal of one new member that you 
recruit by asking and then work your way up from 
there.  Challenge your fellow unit members to do 
the same.  And do it now.  Don’t wait!  Membership 
is a year-long program and we are still short of our 
district goal.    
 
So the secret to recruiting members to PTA is 
talking?!  Who would have thought it would be 
something we are all so very gifted in! 
 

 

. 
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SCHOLARSHIP – Jeanne Hamilton 
 

Again, this year, NWC Region/PTA District 37 has 
continued the tradition of promoting the Illinois 
PTA Lillian Glover Scholarship that is given to 
college bound seniors entering an education-related 
field for their profession.  On March 12, a 
committee comprised of parent volunteers and 
administrative staff from our region came together 

to judge 16 applications 
from 7 different high 
schools in the District 37 
region.  Our committee 
chooses the top two 
candidates to move on to 
our Illinois PTA Field 
Service Area for an 
opportunity at winning 
either a first place $1500 
Scholarship or a second 

place $1000 Scholarship.   
 
NWC Region thanks the following people for their 
time: Julie O’Hara, Joan Scovic, Lisa Guagenti, 
Kathy Pluymea, Karen Hindman, and Shannon 
Silverman.  Winners will be announced shortly. 
 
Additionally, the Illinois PTA convention held in 
March did make some significant changes to the 
Lillian Scholarship program that will take effect 
next fall.  Instead of offering 10 Scholarships—2 
each from the 5 Field Service Areas, they will offer 
2 statewide scholarships next year.  The first place 
will be for $3000 and the second place will be for 
$2000.  These changes were made due to financial 
constraints in the Illinois PTA scholarship budget.  
We can continue to assist the funding of the 
Scholarship program by continuing to honor 
teachers and parents with Illinois PTA Awards.  
District 37 PTAs have always done a great job at 
supporting the Lillian Glover Scholarship and are 
encouraged to continue. 
 

 

LEGISLATION – NWC Region Update 
 

It is with great pleasure that I announce to you that 
Barb Quinn will now be acting as the NW Cook 
Region Legislative Consultant!  Matthew will 
continue with his efforts as District 37 legislative 
assistant and Barb will help us continue to see the 
big picture, keeping us abreast of the bill lists and 
what is going on in Springfield etc. so that as a 
Region we will be strengthening our advocacy 
efforts. 
 
Soon you will be seeing Northwest Cook Region 
Action Alerts, bill lists and advocacy updates.  We 
are excited to have Matthew and Barb cooperating 
together to give you the best advocacy information 
our Region can provide. 

 
Please take a moment with me to thank Barb for 
continuing with her passion and sharing her 
knowledge with our entire Region.   
 
 

Mark your calendars:  
 
August 6th will be Packet Orientation 
held in at Mead Junior High of 
Schaumburg Township Council in Elk Grove this 
year.  It will begin with registration at 6:00 p.m. 
 
All presidents are required to attend to receive the 
packet of information from Illinois PTA.  This will 
include your membership cards. 
 
Please note that Illinois PTA is continuing to be 
green, so all packets will be on CDROM unless you 
contact the state office 
(ptamembsvs@ameritech.net) to ask for a hard copy 
of the packet. 
 
We will be holding workshops as well. At minimum 
the president, treasurer, membership, Reflections, 
and Advocacy representatives should attend this 
informative and worthwhile evening. 
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HEALTH/SAFETY – Joyce Stenzel 

Is Your Child Street Smart??? 

• With the onset of warmer weather days, our 
children will now be outside more.  Now is 
the perfect time for you to have a 
conversation with your child to ensure that 
he/she knows to how to be safe.  If you need 
some help in starting that important safety 
talk, use the following article from the 
KidsHealth website to make sure that your 
youngster is “street smart”. 

• Do you know how to be street smart? 
Being street smart means knowing how to 
keep yourself safe from strangers when 
you're alone or with other kids. Whether 
you're walking to school or to the bus, 
hanging out on the playground, or riding 
your bike in your neighborhood, being street 
smart helps you stay safe. When you're 
street smart, you know your way around, 
you know how to handle yourself in tough 
situations, and you're able to "read" people. 

• Imagine if a baby were able to walk around 
alone. The baby couldn't understand a 
"Don't Walk" sign, wouldn't know where to 
go for help, and couldn't find the way back 
home. What's more, the baby might not 
know good people from bad people. The 
baby would be in danger. 

• Thank goodness you're not a baby anymore! 
You know your way around and you know 
the rules of the road. The most complicated 
thing to learn is how to deal with strangers. 
But if you follow a few rules all the time 
and trust your instincts, you can be really 
street smart. 

Who Are Strangers? 

• When you're walking home from school, a 
person in a car pulls up and asks you for 
directions. At the park, someone says he 
needs you to help look for his lost puppy. 
These people may seem friendly, but no 
matter what they say to you, they have one 
thing in common: They're strangers. 

• Most strangers aren't dangerous and 
wouldn't do anything to hurt kids. 
Unfortunately, though, some strangers can 
be dangerous, and it's impossible to tell 
who's OK and who's not. A dangerous 
person doesn't necessarily look scary or 
mean — the person might look nice. 

• That's why it's important to follow these 
safety rules all the time: 

Make Your Whereabouts Known 

The adult who's taking care of you needs to 
know where you are at all times. That means 
telling your mom or dad, grandmother, 
babysitter, or whoever is keeping an eye on 
you where you are and when you'll be 
coming home. 

Stick With a Friend 

It's more fun and safer to do things with 
friends. Take along a buddy when you walk 
to school, bike around the park, or go to the 
store. Traveling with a friend whenever you 
can is a good idea, and traveling with a 
bunch of kids is even better. 

Pick Out Safe Spots 

What are safe spots? Safe spots are places 
where you can stop if you need help, like the 
houses of kids you know, your parents' 
friends' houses, stores, restaurants, police 
stations, libraries, and fire departments. 
When you're walking or riding your bike, 
make a mental note of the safe spots along 
your route. That way, you'll know where 
they are in case you ever need one. 

Avoid Places That Aren't Safe 

Be sure to keep away 
from isolated areas. 
These are places where 
no one is around, like 
the woods or small, 
dark streets. 
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Let Grown-Ups (and Only Grown-Ups) Help 
Strangers 

• It's nice to help people. But remember: 
Strangers should ask adults, not kids, for 
help. 

• If a stranger approaches you and asks you 
for help — such as with giving directions, 
finding lost money, or searching for a 
runaway dog — don't help. Don't even give 
an answer. Right away, you should walk the 
other way. If you're not near a safe spot, try 
any store or restaurant. If you feel you're in 
danger, yell for help. 

Stay Away From Strangers' Cars 

• If a stranger pulls up in a car and offers you 
a ride, don't get in. You probably know that 
rule, right? But that's not all of it. It's also 
important to avoid a stranger's car 
completely. If a stranger asks you to look in 
the car, don't do it. Don't agree to look in the 
trunk or in the back of a truck or van. Don't 
put your arm in the window to take 
something or point to something. Don't 
agree to come closer to see a pet or to get a 
toy that's offered. 

• If a stranger offers you a toy, some candy, a 
stuffed animal, or anything else, don't ever 
take it. Even if it's something you really 
want, if the offer is coming from a stranger, 
you should ignore the person and walk the 
other way. 

• If a stranger walks up or pulls up in a car 
and you're too far away to hear the person, 
don't go closer, even if the person waves you 
over. Just get away. Run the opposite way 
that the car is heading. Get to an adult you 
know, a police officer, a security guard, or 
one of your safe spots as fast as you can if 
the stranger comes toward you. 

• What if a stranger comes to pick you up 
from school, sports, dancing lessons, or the 
park? This is no different from any other 
time — a stranger is a stranger, so don't get 
in the car. Even if the stranger says that your 

parents sent him or her, or that there's an 
emergency and you must get in the car and 
go to the hospital, turn right around and tell 
an adult what happened. Your parents would 
have told you if someone else was coming to 
pick you up, and if an emergency really did 
occur, they would send someone you 
already know, not a stranger. 

• Even if the stranger knows your name, don't 
be fooled. There are lots of ways to find out 
kids' names, even when someone doesn't 
know them or their families. For example, 
do you have a jacket or a piece of jewelry 
that has your name on it? That's an easy way 
for someone to learn your name.  

Make a Lot of Noise If You're Scared 

• You've probably been told lots of times that 
you should not yell. You should keep it 
down, be calm, or use your inside voice. 
When you think you might be in danger, 
forget all of that advice! That's the perfect 
time to be noisy! 

• If a stranger approaches you (on foot or in a 
car) and follows you when you try to walk 
away, yell for help as you run away. If a 
stranger ever tries to grab you, yell as loudly 
as you can and try to get away. You can 
shout things like, "Help! I don't know you!" 
or "Help! This isn't my dad!" People in the 
area will hear what's going on and help you, 
so make plenty of noise. 

Trust Your Instincts 

• Kids need to follow the rules of street smarts 
all the time with every stranger, even if 
the situation seems fine. And if your instinct 
is telling you something is dangerous or just 
not quite right, get out of the area, tell an 
adult, or call 911. No one will think that you 
are silly. In fact, just the opposite — people 
will think that you're truly street smart! 

Source:   

http://kidshealth.org/kid/watch/out/street_smart

.html 
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REFLECTIONS – Joan Scovic  
 
Congratulations to the following students who had an entry advance to the National level of 
judging! 

Musical Composition   

Abigail Cox 2 Together we can stop the fight Nathan Hale PTA STC 

Literature 
Sruthi Guruder 8 Diversity Means Poem              Helen Keller PTA      STC 

Film Production 
Kirsten Juskiewicz 7 Originality Walter R. Sundling PTA NWSC 
 
Congratulations to the following students who received an Honorable Mention at the state level of judging! 

Dance Choreography   

Name Gr. Title PTA Council 

Zen Wang 1 My Super Golden Dragon Dance! Pleasant Hill PTA NWSC 
Molly Ward 6 Diversity Through Dance Campanelli PTA STC 

Literature      

Name Gr. Title PTA Council 

Anna Wilkins 5 Diversity Is All Around Windsor PTA AHC 

Film Production    

Name Gr. Title PTA Council 

Owen Puryear K The Birthdays  Lincoln Prairie PTSA STC 

Visual Arts     

Name Gr. Title PTA Council 

Michael Choi 1 Olympic Patton PTA AHC 
Sebastian Madej 8 Everyone Is Different, Including Me Mead PTA STC 

Photography     
Name Gr. Title PTA Council 

Edward Nieman 2 Pumpkin Power Sanborn PTA NWSC 
Lily Fell 2 Colorful (Diversity Means Colorful) Paddock PTA NWSC 
Alex Collier 4 Diversity Means. . .Teamwork Herbert Hoover PTA STC 

Aidan Busch 7 Looking at the Familiar with a Different Perspective Walter R. Sundling PTA NWSC 
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TREASURER – Barb Quinn 
 
SPRING IS HERE, IS YOUR PTA READY? 
 
The close of the fiscal year is rapidly approaching.  
Here are a few tips to help you "spring into action": 
 

• Review the budget ~ 
determine what is finished, 
what is still pending, and 
what is on track with the 
budget numbers; 

• Review committee 
recommendations to be 
prepared for the end of the 
year, and the start of the new fiscal year; 

• Determine if there is unanticipated income; 
if so, what recommendations will you be 
making---to spend part of that income, to 
carry that income forward into the next 
fiscal year budget--remember that only the 
general membership can make a final 
decision on the distribution of funds; 

• Set a date for the final submission of 
requests for reimbursement--remember the 
books must be closed by the end of the fiscal 
year; and 

• Prepare materials for the audit committee. 
 
The only way to be ready for the year end is to be 
sure that all requests for funds have been submitted 
BEFORE you plan for unanticipated income--i.e. 
excess funds.  
 
As you close the fiscal year, be sure to prepare any 
information that will be needed for reporting to the 
Internal Revenue Service, or any other 
governmental agency you may be required to report 
to such as the Illinois Attorney General. This is a 
task that should be completed by the current 
treasurer, and not something that should be passed 
on to the incoming treasurer. Whether you plan to 
submit the IRS informational return yourself or 
have it prepared by a qualified accountant, be sure 
that you have all the necessary figures.  

 

 

NEWSLETTER– Michele Sheppard 

Springtime topics and potential 
articles for your newsletters are 
listed below: 

1. Nominating Committee 
Report: including the time 
and place of the election.  If possible, a brief 
biography of the nominated candidates can 
provide your membership with the 
information to make an informed decision. 

2. Call for new volunteers to join your board 
for next year.  It can be helpful to publish 
the board committees with a brief 
description of their responsibilities.  People 
are more willing to step up if they know 
what they are volunteering for. 

3. Thank you to all the volunteers who have 
helped your PTA achieve their goals.  
Without the help and support of your 
volunteers, the amount of work that your 
PTA can accomplish is limited. 

4. Membership promotion.  Spring is a great 
time to begin recruiting members for next 
year.  While parents are thinking about 
registering their students for the next year, it 
is important to remind them to join PTA. 

5. Advocacy action and other news passed by 
the Illinois PTA membership at the Illinois 
PTA Convention. 

6. PTA Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7th 
to May 11, 2012.  This is the perfect time to 
thank the teachers who are such a vital part 
of the success of our PTAs and our students. 

 

NWCook REGION is now on Facebook!  
 
http://www.facebook.com/NWCookRegion.   
 

Check us out to keep up to date on all that is 
happening in NW Cook Region including 
legislative updates. 
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Illinois PTA Convention 2012 Highlights 

Northwest Cook Region Hospitality Suite…..Food, Fun, Friends! 

Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting Ceremony   
Lots of new vendors were available to explore. 

Volunteering is a great way to 
enjoy the convention.  Working 
in registration can be really fun! 

Consider joining the fun at next year’s convention.  
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ILLINOIS PTA AWARD WINNERS  
 
The following awards were 
presented at the 2012 Illinois 
PTA Convention in 
Schaumburg in March. 
 

�  Outstanding Council Award to Northwest 
Suburban Council, Palatine. 

�  Environmental Concerns 2nd Place to 
Virginia Lake PTA, Palatine 

�  100 % Membership Award to Hunting Ridge 
PTA, Palatine 

�   Healthy Students Award Honorable Mention 
to Hunting Ridge PTA, Palatine 

�  Juvenile Protection & Safety Honorable 
Mention to Hunting Ridge PTA, Palatine 

�  Outstanding Newsletter Award to Fairview 
PTA, Mt. Prospect 

� Outstanding Website Award to Hunting 
Ridge PTA,  Palatine 

� Website Honorable Mention to Virginia 
Lake PTA, Palatine. 

DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER  

 
Arlington Heights Council of PTAs 
 
Over the past three years, the Arlington Heights 
Council of PTAs has started three new district-wide 
events. That’s an average of one new district-wide 
event in each of the past three years.  
 
Deciding on new events is challenging. It involves 
some risk-taking by our Council and by our school 
PTA units. Here are five common things we found 
make a new district-wide event more likely to work 
from a council perspective. 
 

1. Is there a chairperson, or even better co-
chairs, with a committee who are 
passionate or personally motivated about 
the event?  

2. Are you able to collaborate actively with 
your school district administration and 
school staff by obtaining their input in 

the planning, as well as their support 
getting the necessary tasks done? 

3. Practically speaking, is the event something 
that your school PTA units have told you 
they can get behind at that time? Is it 
relevant as something that is important 
now to their parents and caregivers? 
Does the timing of the event work for 
them or are school calendars already full 
and their own volunteer base committed 
during that week, month, or season?  

4. Is there potential to build on the event for 
future years? 

5. If it is a fundraiser, does it have the added 
benefit to consolidate fundraising efforts 
into one fundraiser and away from 
multiple fundraisers? If you can 
consolidate the fundraising into one 
large event, it’s as good as eliminating 
some fundraiser(s).     

 
This past fall we sponsored our second Wellness 
Fair, a free event. In the spring, we sponsored the 
Third Annual Cultural Arts Fair, also a free event. 
This year’s scholarship program fundraiser is the 
new 5K and 1 mile run/walk Just Move It! 
Challenge. All three events were a good fit with 
PTA. Together, they combine fun, fitness and 
wellness, the celebration of cultural diversity, and 
family engagement. All three events were done in 
collaboration with School District 25 and other 
local participants, and the Just Move It! Challenge 
fundraising event was done in collaboration with 
ABC/25 Foundation.   
 
As we approach the close of our school year, our 
sincere gratitude goes to Jenn Doner, Council 
Cultural Arts Chairperson, for her vision, 
dedication, and leadership in making the Cultural 
Arts Fair a spectacular event for three years in a 
row. Another of our leaders, Krysta Zyck, Council 
1st Vice President, with her committee of PTA 
volunteers deserve a huge thank you for their 
commitment and hard work in managing to make 
wellness fun and inspiring for children and adults 
alike at our Wellness Fair. Thank you PTA 
volunteers, School District 25, ABC/25 Foundation 
and all our local partners! PTA rocks and so do you!  

 
Shannon Silverman and Jody Stautzenbach 

AHC Co-presidents 
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DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER, 
continued 

 

Schaumburg Township Council of PTAs 
What a busy month March has been.  First, there 
was the Illinois PTA convention held locally at the 
Schaumburg Marriott.  There were many inspiring 
workshops attended, exhibits viewed and ideas 
exchanged at the hospitality suite.  Convention is 
always a motivating, inspiring and validating 
experience.  I was especially excited by the General 
Membership meeting and the many STC members, 
who approached the microphone to express 
concerns, ask for clarification and seek further 
information.  It reaffirmed for me how strong our 
Region/District PTA truly is. 
 
The next weekend was the Schaumburg Township 
Council of PTAs election and scholarship auction.  
The theme this year was Beach Party and a fabulous 
time was had by all.  Our officers for next year were 
elected followed by a silent and live auction.  While 
we are waiting for the final numbers, it appears that 
we raised close to $20,000 for Elementary and High 
School Scholarships.  Now the work of deciding our 
recipients begins.  We will be awarding $7,500 to 
elementary students in grades 4-7 scholarships to 
help offset the cost of summer camps.  We will also 
be awarding 10 high school students, who attended  
District 54 schools, $2,000 scholarships to attend 
college.  It is a very exciting time for STC!   The 
officers elected for 2012-2013 are as follows:  
President:  Lisa Guagenti, 1st Vice President:  
Heather Collier, 2nd Vice President:  Lori Filby, 
Recording Secretary:  Mucia Burke, Corresponding 
Secretary:  Kelly Hemphill and Treasurer:  Marcia 
Herrig.   
 
We look forward to our scholarship dinner in May 
where our elementary and high school scholarship 
recipients will be introduced.  Also, our new 
officers will be sworn in and then the important 
work of evaluating our programs and planning for 
future years will begin. 

Lisa Guagenti 
STC President 

 
 

Northwest Suburban Council of PTAs 
Northwest Suburban Council PTA was well-
represented at the Illinois PTA Convention in 

March, with delegates from about half of our twenty 
PTAs attending.  We always enjoy meeting fellow 
PTA leaders from the Northwest Cook Region and 
sharing ideas! 
 
It is election season in PTA as well as in 
government, and NWSC has been helping local 
units with procedural questions and transition 
planning.  Local unit presidents should use the 
Elections tri-fold from the local unit packet to guide 
them through the election portion of the meeting; it 
seems very formal but it’s really not that hard to 
follow proper procedure.    
 
To help parents with the often challenging task of 
communicating with their adolescent children, 
NWSC brought in PHD counseling center to present 
“Now We’re Talking!®” in March:  a parents-only 
session at Sundling Junior High, and two sessions 
for boys and parents and girls and parents at Plum 
Grove Junior High, open to all seventh and eighth 
grade families in District 15.  Parents heard how the 
adolescent brain is still developing those crucial 
judgment and impulse-control skills, as well as how 
to communicate with their teens about sex, dating,  
and behavior expectations.  Students learned about 
setting and achieving goals, peer pressure and 
media influences, and healthy dating relationships.   
We thank Plum Grove PTSA and Sundling Junior 
High PTA for co-sponsoring these presentations 
with us. 
 

NWSC will hold its final general membership 
meeting of the year on May 14.  Using District 37’s 
“PTA Rocks!” theme as inspiration, the décor will 
take guests back to the era of the rock ‘n roll diner 
and comfort food.  A vendor fair kicks off the 
evening so PTA leaders can explore possibilities for 
programs and services for next year.   Guests can 
also drop off contributions for the Palatine 
Township Food Pantry and check out the door 
prizes to be awarded later in the evening.  The 
business meeting will feature speakers from the 
Illinois PTA State Board, the presentation of 
Shining Star Awards to local units, and the election 
and installation of NWSC’s officers for 2012-2013.  
After the meeting concludes, guests are welcome to 
attend a workshop; topics include timelines for 
presidents and treasurers, publicity, and using 
District 15’s communications resources. 

Tracey Coleman 
NWSC President 
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National PTA® News 

PTA Takes Action on Fiscal Year 2013 
Funding for Family Engagement 
 
On Thursday, March 22, National PTA sent out a 
PTA Takes Action Alert requesting that PTA 
volunteers send an email to their Senators urging 
them to sign onto an appropriations letter that 
requests a portion of the National Activities set-
aside within the School Improvement Grant (SIG) 
funding for a grant competition to fund family 
engagement activities as authorized under the PIRC 
program. Additionally, several states participated in 
targeted mobilization efforts to work with 
Congressional staff directly to advocate for family 
engagement funding.  
 
Stay Connected to Public Policy Updates on 
Facebook and Twitter 
Social media helps advocates stay in the loop 
 
If you haven't been following National PTA on 
Facebook and Twitter, we encourage you to do so! 
In addition to providing general updates on all 
things PTA, the Government Affairs Department 
utilizes these tools to provide you with the latest 
information on legislation related to National PTA's 
Public Policy Agenda. That means if there's a vote 
that matters to education, we'll do our best to let you 
know it's coming and provide you a link afterwards 
so you can see how your Member of Congress 
voted. You can follow National PTA on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/ParentTeacherAssociation 
and on Twitter at @NationalPTA.  
 
Source: ptatakesactionupdate April 2012 
http://visitor.benchmarkemail.com/c/v?e=169DED
&c=26127&l=2F8A7E8&email=0w1ra2Ncy0%2B
at3yQOB9KZA%3D%3D&relid=2E04A97C 

 

 
 

NORTHWEST COOK  
REGION/DISTRICT 37 BOARD  

 

Director Nicole Fentem   
 nfentem@ilpta-d37.org 
 
Secretary/ Michele Sheppard  
Newsletter mls1960@aol.com 
 
Treasurer Barbara Quinn   
 BQuinnPTA@aol.com  
 
Health Joyce Stenzel   
 jmstenzel@aol.com 
 
Hospitality Kelly Hemphill  
 gillie94@aol.com 
 
Leadership open 
 
Legislation Matthew Rodriguez  
 tazcubano@aol.com 
 
Membership Lori Filby   
 lori@filby.net 
 
Parent Ed. Laura Nevel   
 imeldasr@aol.com 
 
Reflections Joan Scovic   
 jscovic@gmail.com 
 
Scholarship Jeanne Hamilton  
 jeannemarieh@msn.com 
 
Technology Brent Fentem   
 bfentem@ilpta-d37.org 
 

AHC Jody Stautzenbach   
tstautzenbach@comcast.net 

 

Shannon Silverman  
ssilverman@mpslaw.com 
 

NWSC Tracey Coleman  
 traceykcoleman@sbcglobal.net 
 
STC Lisa Guagenti   
 lilamog@msn.com 
 


