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situations better than another “PTAer” in the same
situation.

From Our Director
With the New Year upon us, I hope that every PTA
has been able to take a moment to review their goals
and programs they set out to accomplish as the
school year began. Are you happy with the number
of members in your PTA? Do the members reflect
the makeup of your community? Have you met
your budgetary needs to fulfill the remainder of the
PTA programs for the year? If so, stop fundraising
now and celebrate! Are your leaders adequately
trained to successfully accomplish the duties they
have been assigned? If so, celebrate!

I also urge all of you to send members to Illinois
PTA convention in Lisle. At general sessions
members will get a firsthand experience of
parliamentary procedure at work, the workshops are
always fantastic and informative and the networking
with other members of PTAs across the state is
invaluable.
As you mentor new leaders, be sure to let them
know that every Spring (June) and Fall (September)
our Region holds workshops to help them get
started on the PTA track.

It is also time to think about who will be the best
leaders for your PTA next year. Remember,
nominating committees must be elected. This
committee is charged with slating officers that are
representative of your community and most
qualified to lead the PTA into the future.

Nicole
Nicole Fentem
Illinois PTA NWCR/District 37 Director

DATES TO REMEMBER

Be sure to send your nominees for the nominating
committee as well as potential nominees for officer
positions to the Value of PTA: A Night of
Knowledge on February 26. Anyone interested is
welcome to attend and we encourage everyone, not
just the nominating committees’ targets. This night
will have workshops that can help all attendees
come up with new ideas and learn firsthand about
some of the hot topics that the members in our area
are looking to hear about. Sending your leaders and
potential leaders to nights like this will help people
get a better idea of what PTA is about and show
them that there are plenty of resources out there to
help them. None of us are alone; we have the best
resources around, each other. No one knows your

February 15, 2013

Illinois PTA Lillian Glover
Scholarship
Application
Due

February 26, 2013

The Value of PTA A Night of Knowledge
Keller Junior High, SCH

6:45 PM
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March 6, 2013
7:00 PM

Reflections Reception
Eisenhower Jr High, HE

April 19, 2013
3:30 PM

NWCR/D37 Caucus
Wyndham Hotel Lisle IL

April 19-21, 2013

Illinois PTA Convention
Wyndham Hotel Lisle, IL

LEGISLATION – Barb Quinn

SCHOLARSHIP – Jeanne Hamilton

PTA – Advocacy in Action. It seems like just
yesterday the kids were returning to school to start a
new year. Now, the Legislature in both Washington
and Springfield are starting their new "session."
Why is that important to you? Many of the
concerns we share about children will be on the
front line of the legislative session--at the local
level, at the state level and at the national level.

The first scholarship that Illinois PTA offered was
in 1935. Since that time, the world of teaching and
education has changed in many ways. So too, has
the Lillian E. Glover Scholarship—this year
perhaps more than most.
The Lillian E. Glover Scholarship continues to
encourage students entering the Field of Education
or Education Related Degree Programs, but due to
declining financial horizons for the Scholarship
Program, only two Scholarships will be offered for
the state of Illinois. The first place recipient will
receive $3000 and the second place recipient will
receive $2000.

The Northwest Cook Region PTA follows
legislative issues and agendas that align with our
platform and positions, keeping you informed,
asking for your assistance through "action alerts"
and connecting you to PTA resources at various
levels.

If you know of an exceptional high school student
who is pursuing an education or education related
degree, please encourage them to apply. For a
2012-2013 application and more information, please
see the Illinois PTA website: www.illinoispta.org.
The application needs to be postmarked on or
before February 15, 2013. Some
information does need to be obtained
from the school, so do not wait until
the 14th to start the application!

Some of the issues we have been watching and will
continue to monitor in Springfield are: anti-bullying
legislation, recess legislation, educational mandates,
changes to the parameters of the Charter School
Commission's authority, and, of course, the
financial challenges that education in Illinois faces.
At the National level, we will continue to report on
the effects of sequestration following the 2 month
delay in funding cuts, gun control discussions and
legislative proposals as well as financial
considerations.

Good Luck to District 37 high school
seniors!

These concerns impact our schools in a variety of
ways. One of the most effective means of PTA
Advocacy in Action is to continue to learn more
about how these topics are affecting your schools
and students. Encourage your members to know
more about legislative matters by using the
resources that are available through the Region
PTA, the Illinois PTA and the National PTA. The
advent of the electronic age has streamlined how we
receive and share information. Please visit these
websites to learn more!

As PTA members and PTA units, we can help fund
this worthy Scholarship through memorial gifts and
direct donations via the Illinois PTA office or by
purchasing any of the following:
• Illinois PTA Life Memberships
• Book of Recognition
• Distinguished Service Scroll
• Certificate of Recognition
• Local Unit Educator of the Year
• In Memoriam Cards
• Gifts of T.H.A.N.K.S.

Our Mission is to make every child's potential a
reality by engaging and empowering families and
communities to advocate for all children. You can
help by actively engaging your school community
in identifying concerns and finding viable solutions--want to know more about HOW? Please join us
on Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at Keller Junior
High School at the Value of PTA conference.

These awards are great ways to recognize the
people in your community. More details on each of
these
awards
can
be
found
at:
http://www.illinoispta.org/Scholarship/Scholarship
%20Support.pdf. You may also find information on
ordering
the
volunteer
awards
at:
http://www.illinoispta.org/Scholarship/Scholarship
VolunteerRecognitionOrderForm2012.pdf.
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MEMBERSHIP – Lori Filby

Northwest Cook Region PTA Rocks! Hall of
Fame

Come on, admit it. Sometimes the only thing that
keeps you moving toward your membership goal is
a little competition. You know, your heart rate
increases, ideas start to flow, you’re a little more
willing to try new things all in the name of being
the winner. Oh sure we all want to play fair and
everyone wins when we are all focused on the same
goal, but sometimes knowing there’s a competition
is just the impetus you need to make that plan, form
that committee and get the results you need.
If this is you and your local unit, I have great news!
There are lots of membership awards out there that
might give you the push you need. Here are a few
to consider.

Suppose you are on track for double platinum
membership. Why stop there? It’s only a short
stretch from the top of that award group to our
NWCR Hall of Fame. If your
membership
increases by 37
members over
last
year’s
number,
you
are
automatically
added to
this
proud
group and,
again, we do all the calculating for this, so keep
recruiting and we’ll keep you in our sights.

Illinois PTA 100% Membership Award

Deadline: June 24, 2013

This award is presented to local units who have one
member for every child enrolled in its associated
school. Sound pretty simple? If you have 450
students, you’ll need 450 members. Don’t forget,
of course, that members can be parents,
grandparents,
teachers,
staff,
and
business/community members.
Winners are
introduced at the Illinois PTA Convention in April
2013.

Building Today’s PTA Membership Growth
Incentive Award
Feel like being part of a winning state and possibly
winning some cash for your unit? Then be sure to
keep this goal in mind as you move forward through
the year. This is an award created through National
PTA that can benefit the local units as well as state
associations and the winners will be announced at
the 2013 National PTA Convention this summer.
Here’s the information directly from the Illinois
PTA Website:

Deadline: March 29, 2013
Northwest Cook Region PTA Rocks! Record
Breaking Membership

Gold Winners
STATE PTAs: $6,000 to each of the PTA
States that place first in each size category
that show membership growth by
percentage; [Four awards = $24,000]

Here in our region, we wanted to make it easy for
all local units to achieve great membership success.
With that in mind, we are half way through our
second year of the PTA Rocks! campaign. Winning
is easy. If your membership numbers for this year
surpass last year’s total by 5, 10 or 15 members,
you will receive the gold, platinum or double
platinum membership record. These awards are
presented at the region meeting and dinner in
October. The best part of this award group? No
application is necessary. We’ll tabulate the results
based on your dues submissions.

**Illinois PTA is currently in the lead for
this level of award for the large state
category – please keep increasing those
membership numbers!
LOCAL PTAs: $1,500 to each of the Local
Units that place first in each size category
which show membership growth by
percentage and $1,500 to the Local Units
that place first in each size category that
show the largest membership growth by

Deadline: June 24, 2013
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MEMBERSHIP – Lori Filby, continued

Diamond Winner
$6,000 to the top Local Unit that increases
by the largest NUMBER of members
regardless of state size category; plus (2)
complimentary registrations and travel
expenses to the 117th Annual National PTA
Convention & Exhibition for two individual
members from the winning local PTA.
[$8,000 value]

number;
plus
one
complimentary
registration fee to the 117th NPTA Annual
Convention. [Eight awards = $12,000]
Silver Winners
STATE PTAs: $5,000 to each of the PTA
States that place second in each size
category that show membership growth by
percentage; [Four awards = $20,000]

For
more
information
visit:
http://www.pta.org/Rules_for_Membership_
Growth_Incentive_-_FINAL.pdf

LOCAL PTAs: $1,000 to each of the Local
Units that place second in each size category
which show membership growth by
percentage; and $1,000 to the Local Units
that place second in each size category that
show the largest membership growth by
number;
plus
one
complimentary
registration fee to the 117th NPTA Annual
Convention. [Eight awards = $8,000]

Deadline: March 31, 2013
So if competition is what spurs you and yours, this
list should give you the kick you need. Visit the
region, state and even national websites for more
details and then add one or two or more of these to
your goal. Think you’ve already achieved what you
need for this award?
Don’t stop!
Keep
membership in mind as
you go forward all the
rest of the year. Your
recruiting year only stops
when you submit your
final dues payments to
the state in June.

Bronze Winners
STATE PTAs: $4,000 to each of the PTA
States that place third in each size category
that show membership growth by
percentage; [Four awards = $16,000]
LOCAL PTAs: $500 to each of the Local
Units that place third in each size category
which show membership growth by
percentage; and $500 to the Local Units that
place third in each size category that show
the largest membership growth by number;
plus one complimentary registration fee to
the 117th NPTA Annual Convention. [Eight
awards = $4,000]

Happy recruiting!

New Awards from Illinois PTA
Outstanding Principal of the Year
Outstanding Teacher of the Year
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year
Illinois PTA will choose one nominee in each
category. The nominee will be honored at the
awards dinner at the Illinois PTA Convention at the
Wyndham Hotel in Lisle.

!!! Bonus Local Unit Awards!!!
Platinum Winner
$6,000 to the top Local Unit that increases
by the largest PERCENTAGE of members
regardless of state size category; plus (2)
complimentary registrations and travel
expenses to the 117th Annual National PTA
Convention & Exhibition for two individual
members from the winning local PTA.
[$8,000 value]

Applications are due February 14, 2013.
Applications and additional information are
available at
http://www.illinoispta.org/information.html.
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NEWSLETTER – Michele Sheppard

PARENT ED – Matthew Rodriguez

Does your PTA newsletter include
student recognition? What is your
PTA’s policy on publishing student’s
name? How about photos of students?

The Illinois Liquor Control Commission (ILCC) has
embarked on a new campaign of parental
responsibility to prevent underage drinking. They
are committed to engage parents to start talking
early and to keep talking about the dangers and
consequences of underage and binge drinking.
Studies show most young people who start drinking
before age 21 do so when they are 13-14 years old
and kids who start drinking before age 21 are five
times more likely to become alcoholics. The ILCC
recognizes that there is no easy fix to this problem
and is issuing a call to action to all; it’s time to stop
looking the other way. It’s time to tell children and
teens that underage drinking is not okay even if it’s
just homecoming, the prom, or one time. It will take
a lot of work but over time we can change the
culture of how people think about underage
drinking if we start with parents.

When you publish a newsletter, you need to protect
the identity of the students. Most PTAs follow the
school district publicity policy. This is a good first
step. However, every PTA should also have
publicity releases for the students that they
publicize. This is especially important if you
publish an e-newsletter or post your newsletter on
your PTA website.

ILLINOIS PTA AWARD DEADLINES
With Illinois PTA Convention taking place in April,
all applications for awards will be due in March.
To simplify things as much as possible the magic
deadline date is the same for all applications. What
is the magic date?

The greatest influence on young people’s decisions
to drink is their family, their parents, friends,
schools and society if all these factors are echoing
the same message, eventually we will change
behavior and societal norms.

MARCH 29, 2013
If you haven’t already begun
working on your applications
and events, there’s no time like
the present!

The ILCC in partnership with the PTA, funded in
part by a grant from the Department of Human
Services, wants to educate parents through this
initiative and get parents to understand the vital role
they play in preventing underage drinking and the
harmful and often tragic consequences of binge
drinking. They are available to present to the PTA
members and/or provide student educational
presentations. Materials are available in English,
Spanish and Chinese.

The following award applications must
postmarked no later than March 29, 2013:

 Outstanding Council Award
 Environmental Concerns Award
 Healthy Students Award
 100% Membership Award
 Juvenile Protection and Safety Award
 Making it Real for Kids Award
 Outstanding Newsletter Award
 Outstanding Website Award

For additional information, contact the ILCC
Parental Responsibility Coordinator, Laura Murphy
at 312-814-3083, laura.murphy@illinois.gov or at
www.DontBeSorry.org.

be

Each of these applications can be found on the 2012
Local Unit Packet CD that each unit received in
August. The applications are also available to
download online at: www.illinoispta.org under the
Programs tab in the Award Packet section. Be sure
to fill out each application completely and then
mail/email it to the address listed on the application.
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LEADERSHIP – Tracey Coleman

TREASURER – Barb Quinn

New Training Opportunity in 2013

Spring Financial Tips for PTAs:

All PTA members, especially officers and
committee chairs, are encouraged to take Illinois
PTA’s training courses to learn more about running
a PTA. Northwest Cook Region offers several
sessions each year, with good turnout and valuable
discussions. But there are always more questions,
and more topics to cover. Good news – Northwest
Cook Region is coming to your rescue! We’re
introducing “Value of PTA:
A Night of
Knowledge”, to be held on February 26 at Keller
Junior High in Schaumburg from 7-9pm.

Is your PTA ready to spring forward?
The end of the fiscal year will be here
sooner than you think.
Are you
prepared? Here are some helpful hints:

Value of PTA: A Night of Knowledge will feature
hour-long workshops and roundtable discussions on
the following topics, based on your input from the
Leadership Needs Survey you filled out this fall:
 Advocacy
 PTA Resolutions
 Family Programs
 Parliamentary
Procedure/Running
an
Effective Meeting
 Finding and Managing Volunteers
 Membership
We’ll also have a “Help!” table, staffed by
Northwest Cook Region board members all
evening, where you can stop by to ask that pressing
question about your particular PTA.



Plan to send delegates to the Illinois PTA
Convention to take advantage of training;



Review the budget to determine what has
been completed, what remains to be done,
and whether you are over or under budget;



Prepare
any
recommendations
for
completing the year on sound fiscal footing;



Review programs and projects to determine
if there are activities you want to add or
delete from your fiscal year;



Have you prepared and filed any necessary
informational returns for the Internal
Revenue Service; and



Are you keeping your records up-to-date?

Taking the opportunity to attend training is one of
the best ways you can be prepared as a PTA
treasurer.
Governmental regulations change
rapidly, and keeping informed will benefit your
PTA.

Mark your calendars now and invite your fellow
PTA members to come along! Information has
been emailed to all local unit and council presidents
early in February, and is also posted on our website.

The council, district, region, state and national
associations are here to help. Questions may be
directed to your council, or a member of the Region
board.

CONGRATULATIONS
CENTRAL ROAD PTA!
Central PTA President, Jen Towsey applied for the
National PTA’s Take Your Family to School Week
Grant. Early this month, they were awarded $500.
Congratulation!
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HEALTH/SAFETY – Joyce Stenzel

participation in the lunch program had fallen 70
percent.

No Appetite for Good-for-You School Lunches

“There is a reduction in nacho chips, there is a
reduction in garlic bread, but there’s actually an
increase in fruits and vegetables,” Mr. McNulty
said. “That’s a tough sell for kids, and I would be
grumbling, too, if I was 17 years old.”

A version of this article appeared in print on October 6, 2012,
on page A1 of the New York Times By VIVIAN YEE

Outside
Pittsburgh,
they
are
proclaiming
a
strike,
taking
to
Twitter and
Facebook to
spread the word. In a village near Milwaukee,
hundreds staged a boycott. In a small farming and
ranching community in western Kansas, they have
produced a parody video. And in Parsippany, N.J.,
the protest is six days old and counting.

In New Jersey, more than 1,200 people have joined
a Facebook group that urges Parsippany Hills High
School students to boycott the school lunches.
Despite the enticement of a Chinese-themed lunch a
week ago Friday, the first day of the strike, only a
few students bought anything from the cafeteria,
according to the strike organizers.
The set lunch that cost $2.50 last year now costs
$2.60. The cafeteria still offers pizza, French fries
and chicken nuggets, but all of the servings have
shrunk. And the packaged baby carrots and apples
that each student must take before leaving the lunch
line usually end up in the trash, said Brandon Faris,
a boycott organizer.

They are high school students, and their complaint
is about lunch — healthier, smaller and more
expensive than ever.
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, which
required public schools to follow new nutritional
guidelines this academic year to receive extra
federal lunch aid, has created a nationwide version
of the age-old parental challenge: persuading
children to eat what is good for them.

“Everybody in the school’s like, ‘Have you seen the
lunch prices? It’s ridiculous!’ ” said Brandon, who
derided the Chinese food as a “bribe.” “The portion
of the meal went down; the price should also go
down.”

Because the lunches must now include fruits and
vegetables, those who clamor for more cheese-laden
nachos may find string beans and a peach cup
instead. Because of limits on fat and sodium, some
of those who crave French fries get baked sweetpotato wedges. Because of calorie restrictions, meat
and carbohydrate portions are smaller. Gone is 2percent chocolate milk, replaced by skim.

According to the new restrictions, high school
lunches must be no more than 850 calories, middle
school lunches no more than 700 calories and
elementary school lunches no more than 650.
Before, there were no maximums.
At the same time, prices have gone up about 10
cents in many districts for students who do not
qualify for free lunch, both to pay for fresh fruits
and vegetables and to obey a federal requirement
that lunch prices gradually increase to help cover
their cost.

“Before, there was no taste and no flavor,” said
Malik Barrows, a senior at Automotive High School
in Brooklyn, who likes fruit but said his classmates
threw away their mandatory helpings on the
cafeteria floor. “Now there’s no taste, no flavor and
it’s healthy, which makes it taste even worse.”

In Sharon Springs, Kan., lunch protesters at Wallace
County High School posted a video on YouTube,
“We Are Hungry”; in it, students faint in the
hallways and during physical education class, acting
as if they had been done in by meager helpings of
potato puff casserole and chicken nuggets. To the
tune of the song “We Are Young” by Fun, one
student on the video sings, “My friends are at the

Students organized lunch strikes in a suburb of
Pittsburgh, where in late August the hashtag
“brownbagginit” was trending on Twitter, and
outside Milwaukee, where the Mukwonago High
School
principal,
Shawn
McNulty,
said
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HEALTH/SAFETY – J. Stenzel cont’d

healthy food in class, conducting taste tests,
handing out free samples and educating students
about how their food is grown and made.

corner store, getting junk so they don’t waste
away.”

But the most effective strategy, several food service
directors said, may simply be waiting. Research
shows that children must be exposed to vegetables
10 to 12 times before they will eat them on their
own, said William J. McCarthy, a professor of
public health and psychology at the University of
California, Los Angeles.

Since it was uploaded three weeks ago, “We Are
Hungry” has had nearly 900,000 views.
Callahan Grund, a junior who stars in the video,
said, “My opinion as a young farmer and rancher is
that we produced this protein and it’s not being used
to its full advantage.” He wakes up early every
morning to do chores, stays after school for two
hours of football practice and returns home for
another round of chores. If it were not for the
lunches his mother now packs him, he said, he
would be hungry again just two hours after lunch.

“If our task is to get young kids to eat more fruits
and vegetables, we have to be willing to put up with
the waste,” he said.
Few school districts have been as extreme in their
efforts as Los Angeles, which introduced a menu of
quinoa salads, lentil cutlets, vegetable curry, pad
Thai and other vegetarian fare last fall. When
students began rejecting the lunches en masse, the
district replaced some of the more exotic dishes
with more child-friendly foods, like pizza with
whole-wheat crust, low-fat cheese and low-sodium
sauce.

In New York City, where school officials
introduced whole-wheat breads, low-fat milk and
other changes several years ago, the most noticeable
change this year is the fruit and vegetable
requirement, which has resulted in some waste,
according to Eric Goldstein, the Education
Department official who oversees food services. It
is not hard to see why. At Middle School 104 in
Gramercy Park on Friday, several seventh graders
pronounced vegetables “gross.”

But this year, even the whole-wheat pizza is gone,
replaced by calzones, fajitas and other, smaller
entrees with side dishes of fruits and vegetables.

“I just throw them out,” said Danielson Gutierrez,
12, carrying a slice of pizza, which he had liberally
sprinkled with seasonings, and a pear. He also
offered his opinion on fruit: “I throw them out, too.
I only like apples.”

Nicole Anthony, the cafeteria manager at one Los
Angeles school, Nimitz Middle School in
Huntington Park, estimated that out of the 1,800
students, almost all of whom qualify for a free or
reduced-price lunch, only 1,200, “on a good day,”
now eat the cafeteria’s offerings.

Courtney Rowe, a spokeswoman for the United
States Department of Agriculture, which sets school
food regulations, said that despite the complaints
about lighter lunches, federal audits showed the
average high school lunch before this year
contained only 730 calories, less than the minimum
number of calories they must now contain, 750.

Ms. Anthony is not optimistic that the students will
warm to their new lunches anytime soon — not as
long as they can buy Flamin’ Hot Cheetos from the
vending machines or brownies from the student
store for lunch.
“Why would I come over here
for a chicken and apple when I
can get a cookie and some
Gatorade and some gummies?”
she said. “What would you
choose?”

Of course, students may not be eating all the
calories they are being served, though Ms. Rowe
noted that in most schools, students have the option
of buying additional food à la carte.
Sandra Ford, president of the School Nutrition
Association, said food service directors were using
a variety of strategies to get students to embrace the
new menus, including asking teachers to talk about

Juliet Linderman contributed reporting.
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2012-2013 Reflections
The Magic of a Moment
Projects Advancing from District 37 PTA to Illinois PTA
Dance Choreography
Student
Sean Forman
Christine Rollinson
Madison Schoewe
Zen Wang
Kevin Forman
Kaley Kalata
Anna Fradin
Adya Verma
Nandini Bhanderi
Emma Forman
Allison Garbacz
Molly Guagenti

Title
Irish Dance is Magical
Moon River Dance
Lost in the Forest
Untitled
Irish Magic
Magical Moments
Chance
Up Where the Magic Is
Untitled
Gaelic Sunrise
Good Time
I Won't Give Up

Grade
1
1
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
8
8

PTA
Virginia Lake PTA
Virginia Lake PTA
Lincoln Prairie PTSA
Pleasant Hill PTA
Winton Campus Elementary PTA
Patton PTA
Lincoln Prairie PTSA
Fairview Elementary PTA (HE)
Fairview Elementary PTA (HE)
Winton Campus Elementary PTA
Lincoln Prairie PTSA
Margaret Mead PTA

Council
NWSC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
STC
STC
STC
NWSC
STC
STC

Title
Beyblades Battle
Directioners Party
The Magic of a Moment With My Family
My Creashon
Imagine
Gabby Douglass
Magical Moments
Packages 4 Patriots
Lacrosse Video
Magic of a Moment
Cindy-rella Storey
Magic of a Moment - European Alps

Grade
1
1
2
3
4
4
4
5
6
6
6
8

PTA
Westgate PTA
Central Road PTA
Greenbrier Elementary PTA
Hunting Ridge PTA
Greenbrier Elementary PTA
Stevenson Elementary School
Aldrin PTA
Winston Campus Elementary PTA
Lincoln Prairie PTSA
Hunting Ridge PTA
Willow Bend PTA
Plum Grove Jr. High PTSA

Council
AHC
NWSC
AHC
NWSC
AHC
STC
STC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC

Title
Fireworks
Magic of a Moment
The Magic of the Moment I Got Adopted
Life is a memory, it never ends
Once a Seed
My Magical Moment of Wonder
My Magical Moment at PAWS
New Life
Hula Hoop
Butterfly
One Magic Moment
Magic of a Moment

Grade
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
7

PTA
Link School PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Fairview Elementary PTA (HE)
Central Road PTA
Pleasant Hill PTA
Pleasant Hill PTA
Patton PTA
Frederick Nerge PTA
Winston Campus Elementary PTA
Marion Jordan PTA
Olive Mary Stitt PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA

Council
STC
AHC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
AHC

Film Production
Student
Nicholas Gainulin
Lacey Puleo
Emily Rosenblum
Matthew Gillaizeau
Grace Mason
Chandler Yang
Charles Zielinski
Jerry Santoro
Justin Hartman
Theresa Hopkins
Jaden Zayas
Justin Piotrowski

Literature
Student
Caroline Andjulis
Vansh Sukhwani
Sydney Minch
Sufiya Shazia
Anika Veda
Madeline Cunningham
Bella Ronzio
Katherine Waterman
Emma Forman
Grace Reaney
Lia Sommer
Mackenzie Greene

2012-2013 Reflections
The Magic of a Moment
Projects Advancing from District 37 PTA to Illinois PTA
Music Composition
Student
Madeline O'Dell
Emma Chen
Nathan McCabe
Nelly Cembala
Allison Feder
Ziyi Kwok
Joseph Ahlgrim
Najma Ahmed
Hillery Marie Benjamin
Sarah Stapleton
Lauren Cardoza
Jamie Popp

Title
The Magic of a Moment
Over the Clouds
Busy Streets
In The Sun
Waiting for Christmas
Magic Around Every Corner
The Magic of the Moment for the Dragon
On The Dance Floor
Bittersweet
Enchanted Evening
A Beautiful Melody
Blues Magic

Grade
2
3
3
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
8
8

PTA
Patton PTA
Pleasant Hill PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Windsor PTA
Lincoln School PTA
Lakeview Elementary PTA
SR Paddock School PTA
Hunting Ridge PTA
Central Road PTA
Thomas Middle School PTA

Council
AHC
NWSC
AHC
AHC
AHC
AHC
NWSC
STC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC

Title
The Magical Moments of Baby's First Steps
Feeding a Cow
Looking at Giraffes
The Magic of a Moment in the Fall
Welcoming a Calf to the World
Butterfly
The Magic of a Sunset
BOOM!
Cicada Emerging From Shell
The Magic of a Moment… and the Forces of Light and Dark
The Magic of New Life
A Misty Moment in Time

Grade
K
1
2
2
4
5
5
5
5
7
7
8

PTA
Paddock PTA
Westgate PTA
Olive Mary Stitt PTA
Thomas Jefferson PTA
SR Paddock School PTA
Winston Campus Elementary PTA
Greenbrier Elementary
Hunting Ridge PTA
SR Paddock School PTA
Plum Grove Jr. High PTSA
Plum Grove Jr. High PTSA
Sundling PTA

Council
NWSC
AHC
AHC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
AHC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC
NWSC

Title
Playing With Friends
Art is Magical
The Morning Glory
The Magic of a Moment
A Magical Jump
The Magic of the Space
Bubble Gum Rain
The Bug
The Magic of Santa
One Dog
Winter Wonderland
Magic of Nature

Grade
K
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
4
5
6
7

PTA
Ivy Hill PTA
Paddock PTA
Elizabeth Blackwell PTA
Michael Collins PTA
Fairview Elementary PTA (HE)
Gray M. Sanborn PTA
Fairview Elementary PTA (MP)
Ivy Hill PTA
Hunting Ridge PTA
Gray M. Sanborn PTA
Lincoln Prairie PTSA
Plum Grove Jr. High PTSA

Council
AHC
NWSC
STC
STC
STC
NWSC
NCLU
AHC
NWSC
NWSC
STC
NWSC

Photography
Student
Kaleb Jain
Olivia Vega
Brett Kersemeier
Ashley Mathews
Olivia Hurwitz
Hannah Bellof
Tamanna Dhore
Stacey Mau
Shannon Trenkle
Pierce Allord
Chris Schmit
Aidan Busch

Visual Arts
Student
Jiya Sukhwani
Kaylie Trenkle
Aditi Chawla
Dhriti Debnath
Rebecca Kirov
Alexander Petryshchuk
Victoria Ostapinski
Leah Oyen
Nicole Hentges
Christiana Kirchner
Giselle Soares
Chris Schmit

SECRETARY – Michele Sheppard

TECHNOLOGY – Brent Fentem

Every PTA unit’s
bylaws require that
Roberts Rules of
Order
Newly
Revised serve as
the parliamentary
authority.
As
secretary, it is
important for you to be familiar with these and you
should bring a copy to every meeting.

The purpose of a PTA website is to provide
information that is helpful and easy to find. Links to
and from the website are generally encouraged,
though some restrictions and disclaimers are
appropriate to protect the integrity of PTA’s
website, content and brand name.
How does your PTA decide what to link to your
PTA web site?
The following are the criteria established by
National PTA:

Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised website has
a very informative frequently asked question section
at http://www.robertsrules.com/faq.html#5. While
every PTA sets the style of their meeting, there are
some common questions that all PTAs need to
follow.

All links from pta.org must contain information that
is relevant and related to PTA's mission. Links to
third-party pages that support particular products,
services, organizations, political candidates,
legislative issues, causes or campaigns are not
allowed. PTA reserves the right to remove a link at
any time without cause.

Question: In determining the result of a vote,
what constitutes a majority?

If your PTA doesn’t have an established criteria for
linking to your web site, now is a good time to
consider creating one. If you have questions,
contact the region board.

Answer: The word “majority” in this context
means, simply, more than half. The use of any
other definition, such as 50 percent plus one, is apt
to cause problems. Suppose in voting on a motion
17 votes are cast, 9 in favor and 8 opposed. Fifty
percent of the votes cast is 8 1/2, so that 50 percent
plus one would be 9 1/2. Under such an erroneous
definition of a majority, one might say that the
motion was not adopted because it did not receive
50 percent plus one of the votes cast, although it
was, quite clearly, passed by a majority vote.

Source: http://www.pta.org/about/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3207

BYLAWS
Thank you to everyone who has diligently worked
on updating their PTA bylaws so far this year. It
was great working with the PTAs who came out to
the workshops. At the time of this article, we still
have 35 PTAs needing to complete the updating
process during this school year. Please take a look
at your current bylaws, if the district director
approval date is on or before October 2011, you
should be submitting updated bylaws before the end
of the school year.

Question: Can we round to the nearest number
in computing the result of a vote? For example,
since two thirds of 101 is 67.33..., will 67
affirmative votes out of 101 votes cast meet the
requirement of a two-thirds vote?
Answer: No. The requirement of a two-thirds vote
means at least two thirds. As a consequence,
nothing less will do. If 101 votes are cast, 67
affirmative votes are not at least two thirds. They
are less than two thirds, and will not suffice.

The locked bylaws template to use to update your
bylaws is on the NWCR/D37 web site at
http://www.ilpta-d37.org/forms.html. Using this
template makes for a quicker approval from the
director as it only allows you to change the areas
that are allowed to be changed.

Remember that when calculating a majority or twothirds vote, any fraction of a vote means that you
need to round up to the next full number as you
can’t have a fraction of a vote.
Source:

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact Nicole or any of the board members. We
are here to help you and make the process
understandable to you and the PTA.

http://www.robertsrules.com/faq.html#5
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In addition, our NWSC PTA/PTSA has a wonderful
Coat Closet program, which benefits those students
who need winter clothing by providing them with
coats, hats, gloves, etc. Spearheaded by Susan
Rogers, our Chair of Health & Safety, the Coat
Closet program has been so successful that we were
able to donate 10 bags of coats to the victims of
Hurricane Sandy.

DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER
Arlington Heights Council of PTAs
Arlington Heights Council of PTAs is busy right out
of the gates from the holidays. We have two events
currently being planned by our Council: The
Cultural Arts Fair on the evening of Friday, March
8th, 2013, at Thomas Middle School and our joint
event with ABC/25 Foundation, the Just Move It!
Challenge on the morning of Saturday, April 13th,
2013, at South Middle School. A new addition to
our Cultural Arts fair this year is a literary
magazine. We are asking our students along with
their families to write a short essay about their
heritage and family customs. We hope to get a
great response this year! We will also have a
variety of presenters participating from all over the
district ranging from cultural crafts, displays, arts
and performances. For the Just Move It! Challenge
which is a 5K run and 1 mile run, we have added a
Senior and Tot stroll and will plan to have a modest
health fair to go along with the event while our
racers wait for their results.

Jen Towsey, our Central Road PTA President, came
to the NWSC PTA with the idea to share our
donations with those in need in the east. Along
with Kelly Hill, Central Road parent, and Susan
Rogers, Jen went through the Coat Closet to choose
appropriate items that might be of the most help.
How proud we are of their effort!
Our
focus
this
year
is
Communication • Connection • Leadership. In
that spirit, I have been visiting each one of our local
unit PTAs in an effort to get to know the members,
the challenges, the opportunities, and the schools
better. What a great experience. There are more
creative programs, innovative ideas, and committed
volunteers than ever!

We currently also have our annual Scholarship for
high school seniors formally announced and are
collecting applications. It is intended for graduating
seniors who have attended an Arlington Heights
District 25 school for at least 3 years. The
application deadline is March 2nd, 2013. See our
website
for
additional
information:
http://www.sd25.org/pages/sd25/PTA_Council/PTA
_Scholarship_Program

After visits to a number of local units, I send an
email to all PTA presidents with “tidbits” that I’ve
learned from the PTAs. Having been involved in
PTA for 9 years, I thought I had a pretty good grasp
on what each PTA did – and what ideas were out
there. However, what my visits have shown me is
how small my PTA universe was! There are as
many successful, quality programs in place now that
what undreamt of in my universe. How exciting!

We have an exciting spring planned for Arlington
Heights!

2013 includes many possibilities for our PTAs to be
involved in district issues with an upcoming Board
of Education election in April, as well as proposals
for budget, and late start days for the 2013-2014
school year.

Julie Birenbaum and Shannon Silverman
AHC Co-presidents

Thanks to all our volunteers for all the exceptional
work they do!

Northwest Suburban Council of PTAs
Happy New Year from the Northwest Suburban
Council!

Tuesday, April 2nd, NWSC PTA Candidates’ Forum
for District 15 Board of Education Election

Our 20 local unit PTAs are already off to a strong
start this year, planning a variety of winter activities
for their members, including Winter Minicourses,
Skate Nights, Movie Nights, and Fun Fairs, etc.

Julie O’Hara
NWSC President
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fair for who our council is at this time. The
lesson….to examine who we are and what we do on
a regular basis.

COUNCIL CORNER continued

Now, it is time for us to fund our scholarship
program. This year, we are planning to award
$24,000 in high school and elementary scholarships.
We do this through our annual live and silent
auction. The auction is on Friday, March 15th at
The Meridian in Rolling Meadows. Our theme is
“College Bound” and we are looking forward to
assisting as many of our kids as possible gain
experiences to help them be on the path to college!

Schaumburg Township Council of PTAs
An important undertaking any organization should
do on a regular basis is to examine the
organization’s mission, goals and programs. PTA is
no exception; however, we are not always good at
taking the time to have the difficult discussion
regarding whether we are pleased with how we are
doing. Frequently, it is easier to do what we have
always done just because “we have always done it
this way.”

Lisa Guagenti
STC President

This year, the Schaumburg Township Council
decided it was time to evaluate some of our
programs to determine if we are still passionate
about our programs and to decide if any changes
need to be made. Our elementary and high school
scholarship programs have been the first to be
examined. A special committee was formed and the
committee met several times. The committee
determined that we, as a council, were still
passionate about our scholarship program but some
adjustments to the program were recommended.
The committee recommended dividing funds
equally between our high school program and our
elementary program (previously, our high school
scholarship program received more funding). The
committee also recommended that the elementary
scholarship program consider expanding to include
a wider range of students. The Executive Board
accepted these recommendations and an elementary
scholarship committee convened to undertake the
recommendation to expand the elementary
scholarship program. This committee then brought
forward some recommendations to the STC
Executive Board. After working through some
“kinks”, the board approved expanding the
elementary program to include a wider age range of
students along with covering more cost of a summer
enrichment opportunity. It has been exciting to
experience the process of this evaluation! Initially,
I was dreading these conversations because we are
such an opinionated and passionate group. What I
learned was to trust the process…. convening a
special committee, having the hard discussions and
reaching consensus really does work! The process
was very thorough and the end result seems very

NATIONAL PTA NEWS

The 2013 National PTA Legislative Conference will
take place March 12-14 in the Washington, DC
area. Join fellow PTA advocates for this exciting
three-day event that provides in-depth discussion
about PTA’s public policy priorities through
interactive workshops, keynote speakers, advocacy
trainings and more. The conference will close on
Capitol Hill – where attendees have the opportunity
to put their skills and expertise to use through visits
with their Members of Congress.
What: National PTA Legislative Conference
When: March 12-14, 2013
Where: Crystal Gateway Marriott, Arlington,
Virginia
Who can attend: Registration is open to anyone!
Beginner advocates are welcome.
Register
is
open
now
at
http://www3.pta.org/Ebusiness/Default.aspx?TabID
=229&ProductId=110019
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ILLINOIS PTA CONVENTION
APRIL 19 to 21, 2013
Wyndham Hotel, Lisle

NORTHWEST COOK REGION/
DISTRICT 37 BOARD

REGISTRATION FEES
Pre-Convention: 1-2 Delegates $99.00 Each
3-4 Delegates $90.00 Each
5+ Delegates $85.00 Each
Non-PTA $200.00 Each

Director

Nicole Fentem
nfentem@ilpta-d37.org

Secretary/
Newsletter

Michele Sheppard

Treasurer/
Leg. Consultant

Barbara Quinn
BQuinnPTA@aol.com

Health

Joyce Stenzel
jmstenzel@aol.com

Hospitality

Kelly Hemphill
gillie94@aol.com

Leadership

Tracey Coleman
traceykcoleman@sbcglobal.net

Membership

Lori Filby
membership@ilpta-d37.org

Parent Ed.

Matthew Rodriquez
tazcubano@aol.com

Reflections

Joan Scovic
jscovic@gmail.com

Scholarship

Jeanne Hamilton
jeannemarieh@msn.com

Technology

Brent Fentem
bfentem@ilpta-d37.org

mls1960@aol.com

On-Site* $125.00 Each
One One Day Registration*
Friday, April 19 $75.00 Each
Saturday, April 20 $75.00 Each
*does not include luncheons

Register and pay today at:
www.illinoispta.org!
Wyndham Lisle-Chicago Hotel & Executive
Meeting Center
3000 Warrenville Rd Lisle, IL 60532
1-866-615-4206 or 1-800-WYNDHAM
RESERVATIONS: Stay on site to make sure you
don’t miss a minute of the excitement during the IL
PTA Convention from April 19-21. We are happy
to extend a discounted Room rate of $99/per night
(+tax) until March 17, 2013. Simply call and ask for
the Illinois PTA rate. Check-in: 3:00pm and Checkout: 12:00pm.

AHC

Julie Birenbaum
julester@comcast.net
Shannon Silverman
shansilverman@gmail.com
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NWSC

Julie O’Hara
joh1012@yahoo.com

STC

Lisa Guagenti
lilamog@msn.com

Register Now
Tuesday February 26, 2013
Held at

Keller Junior High School
820 Bode Road, Schaumburg, IL 60194
6:45pm until 9:00pm
Illinois PTA
Northwest Cook Region
Presents:

The

Value
of

PTA
A Night of Knowledge
Register online or send your:
Name, email address, PTA, phone number along with
the 2 workshops you hope to attend to:
nfentem@illinoispta.org
Note that Advocacy and Resolutions is a double session

Or send your information to nfentem@illinoispta.org

Advocacy & Resolutions (double session)
What sets PTA apart from other parent
groups is a long tradition of advocating
for the best interests of children and
families. Come explore this vital part of
PTA in our back-to-back workshops. In
Resolutions, learn step by step how to
create an effective resolution. Advocacy
will teach you how to make your voice
heard at the local and state levels.
Membership
Find out how you could be adding new
members all year long, and start
preparing now for next school year.
Finding and Retaining Volunteers
1) How do I get people to volunteer at
our events?
2) How do I find volunteers for officer
and committee chair positions?
We’ve got some suggestions for you!
Family Programs
What event is your PTA most proud of?
Tell us about it! Council presidents will
lead this roundtable discussion to help
PTAs share ideas and experiences. Who
knows, you might even discover the next
great program!
Parliamentary Procedure
Not sure how to make things “official”?
Do your PTA’s meetings drag on and on?
Learn how following some basic
procedures can help you run an effective
meeting.
Additionally:
Get your Questions Answered
Have a burning question? Talk with a board
member to get it answered
Illinois PTA –
The Value of PTA: A Night of Knowledge is open
to anyone interested in the Health, Education,
and Welfare of all Children

Cost: FREE for PTA members
$10 for non-PTA members
Visit www.ilpta-d37.org
to learn more

